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The First Amendment—Rights and Responsibilities of Freedom of Speech
Grade Level:  8th Grade American History

Time Required: Three 45 minute class periods

Lesson Summary:  This lesson will prompt students to consider the point where respect and freedom of expression intersect.  Students will consider five controversial instances of “free speech” and discuss the differences between private versus government action regarding speech, rights of the speaker and listener, and rights of free speech regarding responsibility and respect.  What role does freedom of expression play in maintaining a free and open society?
Objectives:
· write a two paragraph response defining “respect”

· analyze the language of the First Amendment concerning freedom of speech

· distinguish between government and private restrictions on freedom of speech

· distinguish between constitution and societal limits on freedom of speech

· apply an understanding of “freedom of speech” and “respect” to various situations

	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
	Time Period
	Society

	
	Politeia/Regime
	

	
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	

	
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	

	
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	

	


Key Terms:
· Freedom--the state of being free or at liberty rather than in confinement or under physical restraint, n.
· Respect--deference to a right, privilege, privileged position, or someone or something considered to have certain rights or privileges; proper acceptance or courtesy; acknowledgment: respect for a suspect's right to counsel; to show respect for the flag; respect for the elderly. 
Historical Background for the Teachers:
(courtesy of the National Constitution Center)

· Some people say the rights protected by the First Amendment are the most important in the entire Bill of Rights, because they are listed before the other nine amendments. However, in the original version of the Bill of Rights, what is now the First Amendment came third—after proposed amendments on reapportionment and congressional pay raises. The states failed to ratify these amendments, moving the third amendment into first place.

· Whatever its order in the original Bill of Rights, the First Amendment includes the rights many Americans hold most dear, and it forms the foundation of American democratic government. The five freedoms listed in the First Amendment—religion, speech, press, assembly, and petition—enable citizens to participate in the process of self-government. Together, these five rights are sometimes referred to as freedom of expression. Because the First Amendment protects the expression of deep convictions, it can also expose deep differences among the American people. Thus, the First Amendment is often at the center of the nation’s most contentious debates. Without the freedoms in the First Amendment, it would be impossible for Americans to assert any other rights they have, thus making it the most important amendment in the Bill of Rights.

Anticipatory Set:
· Show the Freedom March clip

http://www.history.com/videos/freedom-march#freedom-march
Do Now Activity: 
· Write a two paragraph response describing the student’s definitions of respect, and freedom of speech.  After everyone is finished, students will discuss their ideas and come up with a classroom definition for both terms.
Procedures:
· Discuss questions regarding respect:
· Where have you heard the use of the word respect? (respect your elders, pay your last respects, respect yourself, respect the environment)

· How do we show people respect? (through our actions, words, behaviors: don’t say hurtful things- curses, slurs; being quiet when others are talking; good manners show respect for others; removing hats in buildings; wearing black to a funeral; being on time and prepared or class or work; shaking hands with the other team after a game; being truthful in our relationships- not cheating, lying)

· To what other things do we show respect? (understanding the power of things we can’t control- animals, the ocean; concepts- justice, honor, bravery; rights, property or authority of others; traditions/societal conventions- family, marriage; achievements- graduation, honors, awards, actions)

· Who are some of the people we respect as a culture? (students may mention some names like George Washington, Mother Theresa etc.; honorable people- people who do something brave, selfless; people who serve others- fireman, policemen)

· If students contribute that they respect famous people like movie starts, athletes, you may want to ask, "Why do we respect these when there are so many who commit outside acts that we do not respect?"

· If students say that our culture respects having material possessions we want or can do things we wish we could, you may want to ask, "Is this true respect?"

· Why do we respect certain people? (for their actions or achievements, courage, opinion, etc.)

· Why is showing respect important to our society? (helps to maintain civilization and our relationships with one another)

· What happens when we fail to give others respect? (their feelings get hurt; we get into a confrontation; war; they show us disrespect)

· Review definition of the First Amendment.  Suggested Questions:

· According to the language of the First Amendment who or what is constitutionally prevented from limiting your right to speak?
--The government. "Congress shall make no law..."

· Why do you think the Founders included freedom of speech in the First Amendment?
--The Founders were particularly concerned with preventing tyranny and believed that freedom of speech was necessary for a free, open, and civil society.

· Is your freedom of speech absolute? Can you say whatever you want, whenever you want?
--No. The language of the First Amendment has been interpreted by the Supreme Court so that in certain specific circumstances the government is able to limit your right to freedom of speech because it infringes on the rights of others. With regard to non-governmental action, society and individuals limit your right to speak in various ways that you will explore in this lesson.  
· Divide students into groups of five, relating to the five scenarios in Handout 1.  http://constitutioncenter.org/files/lesson_plans/lesson_plan_speech_handouts.doc
Homework:
· Students will read their scenario and be prepared to answer questions from those readings as a group in class the next day.

http://constitutioncenter.org/files/lesson_plans/lesson_plan_speech_handouts.doc
Assessment:
· Students will use colored paper and create a poster that demonstrates what they have learned about freedom of speech, governmental and private restrictions on freedom of speech, and constitutional and societal limits on freedom of speech.  Students will be graded on their demonstrated knowledge of the assigned content, their creativity, and their overall presentation of  the group poster.  
Extension:
· For the in-class readings, divide students into groups and assign each group one of the scenarios. Have the students answer the discussion questions, then assign each student a role. Give the students time to prepare an argument for their point of view concerning free speech and its impact on economic and social factors related to the case.

· Group 1: Ms. Heaphy
Roles: Ms. Heaphy, the hecklers, the University of California, the newspaper columnist, society

· Group 2: Dr. Sommers
Roles: Dr. Sommers, the professor, the Department of Health and Human Services, CSAP employees, the columnist, society

· Group 3: Mr. Turner
Roles: Mr. Turner, AOL Time Warner, Major League Baseball, any one of the groups Turner mentioned, society

· Group 4: Mr. Rocker
Roles: Mr. Rocker, Major League Baseball, any one of the groups Rocker mentioned, baseball fans, society

· Group 5: Ms. Roy
Roles: Ms. Roy, editors of Z magazine, readers of Z magazine, US government (or Administration), society

Resources:
· www.constitutioncenter.org
Author of Lesson:
Kim Greer

	    First Amendment Rights and Responsibilities Poster

	
	Advanced
(14-15 points)
	Proficient

(12-13 points)
	Basic
(10-11 points)
	Below Basic
(8-9 points)
	Incomplete
(7 points or below)
	TOTAL POINTS

	Content                           (15 pts)
	Student exhibits an advanced level of knowledge about private/governmental aspects of the First Amendment.
	Student exhibits a proficient level of knowledge about private/governmental aspects of the First Amendment.
	Student exhibits a basic level of knowledge about private/governmental aspects of the First Amendment.
	Student exhibits below basic knowledge of private/governmental aspects of the First Amendment.
	Student gave incomplete information about private/governmental aspects of the First Amendment.
	

	Creativity                  (15 pts)
	Student exhibits an advanced level of creativity in historical thinking and in design.
	Student exhibits a proficient level of creativity in historical thinking and design.
	Student exhibits a basic level of creativity in historical thinking and design.
	Student exhibits a below basic level of creativity in historical thinking and design.
	Student project is incomplete in design and/or exhibits little or no historical thinking.
	

	Overall Present-ation             (15 pts)
	Student presents poster in an advanced (complete, well-developed, practiced) presentation.
	Student presents poster in a proficient presentation.
	Student presents poster in a basic presentation.
	Student presents poster in a below basic presentation.
	Student does not present poster or it is clear student did not prepare for presentation.
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	Date___________________________________________               
Total Score
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