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WESTWARD YO!  ON TO SANTA FE!
Grade Level: 8th Grade
United States History
Time Required: 5 50-minute class periods.

Lesson Summary:

The lesson focuses on the Santa Fe Trail and has the students demonstrate an understanding of it through assessing facts, firsthand accounts, examining maps and timelines, and evaluating the experiences and hardships of the Santa Fe Trail.  The students will write down facts of firsthand accounts, complete a timeline with questions, locate and label on a map, create a postcard, and create a newspaper article.  
Objectives:  
SS4 3.8
Interpret the past, explain the present and predict future consequences of economic decisions

SS3 1.6
Assess the significance of Westward Expansion

SS5 1.4, 1.5
Locate states of the United States

SS5 1.4, 1.5
Locate cities and topographic features of the United States

SS5 1.4, 1.5, 1.10
Locate and describe geographic places, using absolute and relative location

SS7 1.2, 1.4, 2.1
Select, investigate, and present a topic using primary and secondary resources, such as oral interviews, artifacts, journals, documents, photos, letters

SS7 1.8, 1.4, 2.1
Create maps, graphs, timelines, charts and diagrams to communicate information

	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
	Time Period
	Society

	
	Politeia/Regime
	

	
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	

	
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	

	
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	

	


Key Terms:
Adobe


n.
Many buildings in New Mexico are made of adobe, or mud 

mixed with straw.

Artifacts

n.
are objects made by humans.  When uncovered by 





 Archaeologists, they help to tell the story of history.

Buffalo chips   
n.
were pieces of dried buffalo manure burned for fuel.

Caravan

n.
A group of travelers is a caravan.  Caravans on the Trail 





included traders, travelers, wagons, and livestock.

Cholera           

n.
causes severe vomiting and diarrhea caused by drinking 





contaminated water

Commerce       
n.
is trade or business.

Cultural           
adj.
describes the way people live: their religion, food, music, 



art and other customs.

Draft Animals     
n.
pulled wagons or other loads.

Dry Goods
     
n.
are cloth, clothing, and similar items.

Dugouts
     
n.
were dwellings dug out of stream banks or hillsides.

Hardware             
n.
includes metal items such as tools, nails, knives, buckets, 



and locks.

Landmarks      
    
n.
are hills, mountains, streams, or other natural features used     





to mark a route.  Some landmarks are used by humans.

Malaria

n. 
is spread by mosquitoes.  It causes fever and chills.

Mountain Route
n.
followed the Arkansas River into eastern Colorado, and 





then ran southwest to near Fort Union

Plain


n. 
is a large area of mostly level land.  The Great Plains 





stretch from Canada to Mexico.

Post


n.
is a fort or trading station.

Prairie


n.
is grassland.

Road Ranches

n.
were also called “trading ranches.”


Rendezvous

n.
is a meeting place.  Traders often gathered at Council 

Grove, Kansas.  They organized their caravans there before heading farther west on the Trail.  

Teamster 

n.
was a wagon driver.  “Bullwhackers” drove oxen.  “Mule 





skinners” drove mules.

Trailhead              
n.
was a town at the start of a trail.

Historical Background for the Teachers:
From the 1821 to 1880, the Santa Fe Trail was an important travel route. Along with the Oregon and Chisholm Trails, it is one of the 'big three' trails of United States history. During its sixty years, the Santa Fe Trail was mainly a commercial route. It carried goods and promoted trade between what was first the Southwestern Spanish Provinces, then became independent Mexico, and later was a U.S. territory. 

Before 1821, early American explorers and mountain men made the trip to Santa Fe, pronounced san tuh FAY, on horseback with small strings of pack horses. Their route to this Spanish Provincial capital followed a winding path of both Indian and game trails. Under Spanish rule, open trading with the United States was forbidden. However a few goods were smuggled into Santa Fe to be traded secretly. 

In 1821, Mexico gained independence from Spain and trade barriers were removed. That same year, William Becknell and four other men traveled from Franklin, Missouri for a distance of 1,203 miles to open trading between the US and Mexico in Santa Fe. In the next twenty years, about 80 wagons and 150 people traveled the trail each year. Suspicion and tension between the United States and Mexico escalated and finally erupted into the Mexican-American War in 1846. The Santa Fe Trail carried soldiers and supplies to New Mexico and beyond. The war ended in 1848 with the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. 

Santa Fe then became part of US territory. Military forts such as Fort Union, Fort Larned and others were established along the trail to control Indian conflicts and protect travelers. In the 1850's and 1860's, traffic on the Santa Fe Trail burgeoned. The US Civil War again brought increased military operations along the trail and led to the decisive Union victory at Glorieta Pass, New Mexico. By the late 1860's, more than 5,000 wagons traveled the trail each year. Merchants pushed enormous trains of freight wagons loaded with manufactured goods westward. In Santa Fe these were traded for burros, furs, gold, horses, and silver. The 'Old Spanish Trail' was extended westward to connect Santa Fe to Los Angeles. However the completion of the railroad to Santa Fe in 1880 brought a swift abandonment. Today the Santa Fe Trail route still has some 200 miles of visible ruts and traces; witness to the long-gone traffic and commerce.   
SOURCE:  http://www.42explore2.com/santafe.htm
Anticipatory Set:
The teacher will use B-K-W-L-Q, a Writing to Learn strategy.  It is a variation of K-W-L. It is a variety of experiences with several texts that support multiple perspectives.  It is an opportunity to view an event from several angles, encouraging students to record information and respond to what they have learned by making connections and asking questions.  The teacher will “lift” text from a variety of different sources on the same topic.  The teacher will use three different types of texts that activate student interest and curiosity and create a purpose for learning.  Text 1:  Generic text – textbook, encyclopedia, straightforward text or summary of the Santa Fe Trail.  Text 2:  Narrative text of the Santa Fe Trail – fact filled text that is more personalized and provides multiple perspectives.  Text 3:  Objective text of the Santa Fe Trail – a first person narrative that is highly descriptive, emotionally charged and provides multiple perspectives.  Each text builds on the other; each text should provide additional facts that increase the level of emotional engagement.  Give a copy of text for students to read and follow along while filling in the B-K-W-L-Q chart.  (Template provided)
Do Now Activity: 
Day 1:  Anticipatory Set:  The teacher will use B-K-W-L-Q strategy.  

Day 2:  Santa Fe Trail Timeline Activity

Days 3 & 4:  Santa Fe Trail Map Activity and Postcard Activity

Day 5:  Santa Fe Trail Newspaper (Assessment):  See instructions under assessment.
Procedures:
Day 1:  Anticipatory Set:  The teacher will use B-K-W-L-Q strategy.  See instructions under the Anticipatory Set.

Day 2:  Santa Fe Trail Timeline Activity 

Students will receive a Timeline Activity Handout that covers the years 1610 to 1987.  The two pages of timelines are vertical with the right side containing facts about what happened and the left side contains questions for the students to answer about the dates and the facts.  Students will examine the timeline dates and facts and then will answer the questions.  (Source:  Santa Fe Trail Adventure Activity Book by Dave Webb ISBN # 1-882404-11-4)

Days 3 and Day 4:  Santa Fe Trail Map Activity

Students will be working in partners.  The teacher may assign partners or the students may choose to pair up.  Students will receive the handouts of four maps that they will tape/glue together.  Students will also receive a handout that lists all of the locations of the Santa Fe Trail in Missouri, Kansas, Oklahoma, New Mexico, and Colorado.  Students will connect the dots to create the Santa Fe Trail.  Students will also receive a handout of landmarks that they will have to locate and label on the map.  Students will use the computer internet search engines to locate where the landmarks are geographically in order to label on the map.  Once students have completed the trail and the landmark labeling on their maps, they will construct a post card.  One side the students will create a Santa Fe Trail image/illustration of their choosing.  The image can be from any of the information that they have learned from the previous days.  The image will also need to be colored.  The other side of the post card will need to have their Name and address, a stamp, and will also need to contain a message.  The message should be addressed to a friend or loved one that they left back home to go on the Santa Fe Trail.  The students based on what they have learned will write about some of the experiences or hardships they have endured.

Day 5:  Santa Fe Trail Newspaper Assessment:  See assessment for instructions.  

Homework:
Students will create a journal entry pretending to be a pioneer about to embark on the famous Santa Fe Trail.  Students will describe the one personal possession that they will take with them and why.  Students will describe how they will feel to never see any of their friends or loved ones again from where they grew up.  Students will also describe the fears, excitement, and anxiety they may have about going on the journey.  Students will share their journal with the class.  
Assessment:
You are a journalist traveling on a trading expedition on the Santa Fe Trail.  Create a  

newspaper page about the Santa Fe Trail.  Include who, what, when, where, and why information in your newspaper.  Include a headline, and a drawing, map, or ad in the space provided.  If you lived during Trail times, what would you want your modern or future ancestors to read about you in an old newspaper?  

Extension:
1. Draw your own Trail timeline.  Use reference books to add events.  Additional entries to include could be the years the five Trail states were admitted to the Union, the years some Trail towns were founded, the birth and/or death of well-known Trail travelers, and U.S. presidents that were in office during Trail times?  

2. Draw your own map of the Santa Fe Trail tracking the trail across the five states that the Trail crossed.  Connect modern towns in order from New Franklin, Missouri, to Santa Fe, New Mexico.  Track the Mountain Route by connecting the modern towns between Cimarron, Kansas, and Watrous, New Mexico.  List the counties that the Santa Fe Trail crosses in each state.  Are any Trail counties named for persons who traveled the historic road?  Include rivers, streams, hills, and other landmarks.  Why were landmarks so important to Trail travelers?

3. Have students list 4 things in western “movies” that you know are wrong and discuss answers.  Examples:

· Circled wagon trains fighting Indians:  It never happened.

· Pioneer wagons pulled horses:  They preferred mules or oxen.

· Entire families riding inside the wagons:  Most walked.

· Perfect make-up and hair:  Most never bathed on the entire trip.

4. Imagine that you are going on a 4 month trip in your family van.  You will be travelling though a remote wilderness and there will be no place to stop for food or supplies.  What would you take along?  Make a list.  How is your list similar or different to the Santa Fe Trail pioneers?

5. In many parts of the West, actual Santa Fe Trail ruts still exist.  Some people want to preserve these historic markings on the land; but some of the landowners say it is their right to build roads or homes right on top of the trail and wipe it out.  Which side do you agree with?  Should landowners be able to do what they want with their land or should the government require them to preserve the Trail?

6. If the Santa Fe Trail or the Oregon Trail had never existed, the states of Oregon, Washington, and Idaho would probably be a part of Canada today.  California, Nevada, Utah, Arizona might have ended up in Mexico without the Oregon Trail.   The states of Kansas, New Mexico, and Colorado might have ended up in Mexico today without the Santa Fe Trail.  How would life be different without the Oregon or Santa Fe Trails?  

7. Imagine that you are to travel back in time to become a Santa Fe Trail pioneer.  You are allowed to take along one modern invention; something that will fit in your pocket.  What would you take?  Why?

Resources:
Text # 1:  A Trail into History, pgs. 5-8 – Santa Fe Trail Adventures by Dave Webb

Text # 2:  Trail Travelers Francis X. Aubry and Marion Russell pgs. 10-11 – Santa Fe Trail Adventures by Dave Webb

Text # 3:  Trail Voices/Adventures of Josiah Gregg, Lewis H. Garrard, and Marion Sloan Russell pg. 9 – Santa Fe Trail Adventures by Dave Webb

Summary of the Santa Fe Trail, Narrative of the Santa Fe Trail, and a First Hand Account of the Santa Fe Trail
United States Map (Political)

Timeline Activity Handout Sheet

Markers/Colored Pencils

Newspaper Template (Provided)

Santa Fe Trail Adventures Activity Book by Dave Webb (ISBN:  1-882484-11-4)

Author of Lesson:
Jane Duncan and Kevin Thomure
B-K-W-L-Q Chart: 

	Title of Text # 1


	Title of Text # 2
	Title of Text # 3                 

	3 Facts I Learned:


	3 Facts I Learned:
	3 Facts I Learned:



	My Response or Connection to What was Read:


	My Response or Connection to What was Read:
	My Response or Connection to What was Read:



	My Questions About What was Read:


	My Questions About What was Read:
	My Questions About What was Read:




SANTA FE TRAIL NEWSPAPER

RUBRIC

	CRITERIA
	POINTS POSSIBLE
	POINTS EARNED

	WHO
	5
	

	WHAT
	15
	

	WHEN
	5
	

	WHERE
	5
	

	WHY
	15
	

	HEADLINE
	5
	

	DRAWING, MAP, OR AD
	5
	


                                                                                                                           TOTAL:  _______
Santa Fe Trail Landmarks:  

Wagon Mound

Pawnee Rock

Rabbit Ears

Council Grove

San Miguel

Fort Dodge

Fort Osage

Fort Union


Fort Larned

Bent’s Fort

Missouri River

Arkansas River

Raton Pass

Cimarron Route

Mountain Route

SANTA FE TRAIL TIMES
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ON THE SANTA FE TRAIL                      NO. 1
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