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Revolutionary War Battles
Grade Level: 8th Grade United States History
Time Required: 4-5 days, depending on how quickly students finish their research

Lesson Summary:

Students will independently research key battles that took place during the American Revolutionary War.  They will use that information to prepare trading cards that will be used to create a class timeline.
Objectives:

The students should be able to:
1. Reconstruct the battle scene using words to describe what happened; analyze and conclude what factors affected the outcome of the battle.

2. Be able to present their findings to the class, accurately describing the battle.
SS3 3.6 Explain the American Revolution, including the perspectives of patriots and loyalists and factors that explain why the colonists were successful

SS5 1.8 Construct maps

SS7 1.4, 2.7, 2.1Use technological tools for research and presentation

	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
	Time Period
	Society

	
	Politeia/Regime
	

	
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	

	
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	

	
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	

	


Key Terms:
Colonial
n
a person living in the British colonies in North America
Patriot
n
a person fighting for independence from Great Britain
Tory
n
a person living in the colonies who supported Great Britain during the 

Revolutionary War

Historical Background for the Teachers:
The American Revolutionary War was instigated by the American colonists in an effort to gain their independence from Great Britain.  Although the war was fought between 1775 and 1781, the true beginning can be found in the turbulent time period following the French and Indian War.

Following that war, Great Britain imposed a series of taxes that was meant to raise money to pay war debts. The colonists viewed the taxes as being intolerable and began to make demands on Britain’s Parliament to repeal those laws.  While Parliament refused to acknowledge the colonists’ concerns, tension between the colonies and the mother country escalated when Britain began sending large numbers of troops to enforce the taxes.  Events such as the Boston Massacre and the Boston Tea Party, as well as King George’s refusal to accept the Olive Branch Petition and his Proclamation of Rebellion, began to convince colonists they needed their independence.

 Prior to the Proclamation issued by King George, a few battles had been fought in the attempt to convince Parliament and the King to take the colonists’ demands seriously.  Stirred up by the writings of Thomas Paine, public sentiment turned seriously toward separation from Britain after the Proclamation.  The Declaration of Independence officially declared this desire to the rest of the world.  From that point forward, the colonies were fighting the war to achieve the goal of becoming self-governed.
Anticipatory Set:
Using Revolutionary War battles as the topic, create a KWL chart with the students.
Do Now Activity: 
Review vocabulary words with students, checking for comprehension.
Procedures:
I. Day 1 Procedure
a. Present project to the students. Explain that they will be given a battle to research. They will use their research to create a trading card that will be presented to the class and used to create a timeline.


i. Pass out copies of the research assignment and go over it with the class.


ii. Pass out copies of the trading card template and go over it with the class.


iii. Pass out copies of the grading rubric and go over it with the class.
b. Tell students what battle they will each be researching.

i. Teacher can assign a battle to each student,  -OR-


ii. Put each battle on a slip of paper and let the students draw the name at random.
c. Students will use remaining class time to begin their research. Depending on the available resources, take them to a computer lab, the library, or have research materials brought into the classroom.

II. Day 2 Procedure

a. Students will research their battle, work on answering the research questions, and creating the trading 
card.

III. Day 3 and 4 Procedure

a. Students will continue to research their battle, work on answering the research questions, and creating the trading card.


b. Students who finish early can work on one of the extension activities.

V. Day 5 Procedure

a. Students will present their trading cards to the class, accurately and completely describing the battle.  After each presentation, have the students affix the battle card, in its appropriate place, to a timeline that has been mounted on the wall.

b. Teacher may choose to make copies of the trading cards for the students to share.

Assessment:
Students will be assessed on how accurately and completely they researched the battle, and their presentation. A grading rubric is available.
Extension:
Have students pretend they are a soldier who fought in the battle they researched. Have them write a journal entry or letter to their family describing what the battle was like and how they felt about being involved.  Have them read their entries aloud to the class.

Students can also create a trading card about one person involved in the battle they research. Have students confirm their choice with the teacher before starting, to avoid having multiple cards created about the same person.
Information from the trading cards may be used to create a Jeopardy-style game.

Resources:
· List of Revolutionary War battles
· Student handouts

· research assignment
· trading card template
· grading rubric
· Provide students with construction paper or card stock to use in making their trading cards
· Students will need colored pencils or markers

· Students will need access to research materials: internet, encyclopedias, textbooks, non-fiction books about the Revolutionary War, etc.
· Details on many of the battles may be found at: 
· http://www.americanwars101.com/battles/
· http://www.theamericanrevolution.org/battles.aspx
· This link provides links to many of the battles, as well as an abundance of other Revolutionary War-related topics:  http://www.americanrevolution.org/histlinks.html
Author of Lesson:
Elisa White

[image: image1.emf]  TAH   G RANT  L ESSON  P LAN     Trading card, research answers, and presentation will be graded on the following criteria. This rubric  must   be  turned in  on the day of the presentation.                                       Points Earned =                                     x   5                                     Total Score =           /120  

 1 point  2 points  3 points  4 points  Points Earned  

Accuracy of  information  Most of the  information is  inaccurate  Some  inaccuracies in  the information  All of the  information is  accurate  Accurate  information is  provided with  extra details   

Originality  Most  of the  information is  copied directly  from the  source( s )  Some  information is  copied directly  from the  source(s)  The information  is in the  student’s own  words, but there  are grammatical  mistakes  All information  is in the  student’s own  words, using  excellent   grammar   

Neatness  Project is messy  and difficult to  read  Some items are  difficult to read  Project is neat  and easy to read  Project  is  exceptionally  neat and  put  together   

Research   (written  responses to  research  questions)  Inadequate  details are  provided   and/or  answers are  mostly sentence  fragments  Questions are  completely  answered but do  not reflect much  effort  Questions are  completely  answered with  good attention to  detail  Answers are  fully  detailed  and obviously  well researched;  written in  complete  sen tences   

Completion  Project is  unfinished  Project is  finished, but  many   of the  directions were  not followed  Project is  finished, but  some of the  directions were  not followed  Project is  completed as  assigned   

Presentation  Poor eye  contact, volume,  and expl anation  Adequate eye  contact, volume,  and explanation  Good eye  contact, volume,  and explanation  Excellent eye  contact, volume,  and explanation   



[image: image2.emf]  TAH   G RANT  L ESSON  P LAN     Key Battles and Events of the American Revolutionary War   (listed in chronological order)     1.   Battle of Lexington and Concord   2.   Capture of Fort Ticonderoga by the Green Mountain Boys   3.   Battle of Bunker (Breed’s) Hill   4.   Battle of Great Bridge   5.   Battle of Quebec, led by   Benedict Arnold   6.   Battle of Moore’s Creek Bridge   7.   Raid on Bahamas   8.   Evacuation of Boston   9.   Battle of Long Island   10.   Battle of Harlem Heights   11.   Battle of White Plains   12.   Battle of Fort Washington   13.   Battle of Trenton   14.   Battle of Princeton   15.   American Raid at Sag Harbor   16.   Battle of   Oriskany, New York   17.   Battle of Fort Stanwix   18.   Battle of Brandywine   19.   First Battle of Saratoga (Freeman’s Farm)   20.   Battle of Germantown   21.   Second Battle of Saratoga   (Bemis Heights)   22.   Winter at Valley Forge   23.   Raid on Whitehaven   24.   Battle of Monmouth   25.   Battle of Stony Point   26.   Batt le of Charlestown   27.   Battle of Camden   28.   Betrayal of Benedict Arnold   29.   Battle of King’s Mountain   30.   Battle of Cowpens   31.   Battle of Guilford Courthouse   32.   Battle of Eutaw Springs   33.   Siege of Yorktown  



[image: image3.emf]  TAH   G RANT  L ESSON  P LAN     Research a Battle     Thoroughly research the battle you have been assigned. Read as much as you can about the battle. Use a t least  three different   resources , including at least one book or encyclopedia . Then complete the following:     A.   Think about and answer th e questions below   on your own sheet of paper .     B.   Use the format provided to you to create a trading card about the battle.    Make sure to include the  leaders on each side of the battle, when and where the battle was fought,  a map,  a description of the  battle,   and the outcome.       Guiding Questions for your Research     1.  Who were the leaders on each side of this battle?     2. Elaborate on the particulars of the battle. What exactly did   happen? Was there a strategy used by either side  that affected the   outcome of the   battle?    What was the outcome?     3. What time of the year was the battle fought?     4. Do you think the weather played a role in the outcome of the   battle?     5. Was there anything unique about the geography of the area   that had an effect on the outcome of the   battle?     6. Was there anything surprising, unusual, or unique about this   particular battle that would be interesting to  report ?     7.  What resources did you access to research this battle? List all resources in proper bibliographic form.  



[image: image4.emf]  TAH   G RANT  L ESSON  P LAN     Format:                                                            Template:          

(Name of the Battle)  

Date : (When the battle occurred.)   British   Leader :    Patrio t   Leader :    What   Happened : (Include a description  of the battle.)           Outcome : (Tell how the battle ended.)  

Color the se   border s   red if the British won the battle, blue if it  was won by the Patriots, or yellow if the battle was a draw.  

On this side of the trading  card, include a map that  shows where the battle took  place, the name of the battle,  and the date it occurred.  
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Key Battles and Events of the American Revolutionary War

(listed in chronological order)


1. Battle of Lexington and Concord


2. Capture of Fort Ticonderoga by the Green Mountain Boys


3. Battle of Bunker (Breed’s) Hill


4. Battle of Great Bridge


5. Battle of Quebec, led by Benedict Arnold


6. Battle of Moore’s Creek Bridge


7. Raid on Bahamas


8. Evacuation of Boston


9. Battle of Long Island


10. Battle of Harlem Heights


11. Battle of White Plains


12. Battle of Fort Washington


13. Battle of Trenton


14. Battle of Princeton


15. American Raid at Sag Harbor


16. Battle of Oriskany, New York


17. Battle of Fort Stanwix


18. Battle of Brandywine


19. First Battle of Saratoga (Freeman’s Farm)


20. Battle of Germantown


21. Second Battle of Saratoga (Bemis Heights)


22. Winter at Valley Forge

23. Raid on Whitehaven


24. Battle of Monmouth


25. Battle of Stony Point


26. Battle of Charlestown


27. Battle of Camden


28. Betrayal of Benedict Arnold


29. Battle of King’s Mountain


30. Battle of Cowpens


31. Battle of Guilford Courthouse


32. Battle of Eutaw Springs


33. Siege of Yorktown
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Research a Battle


Thoroughly research the battle you have been assigned. Read as much as you can about the battle. Use at least three different resources, including at least one book or encyclopedia. Then complete the following:


A. Think about and answer the questions below on your own sheet of paper.


B. Use the format provided to you to create a trading card about the battle.  Make sure to include the leaders on each side of the battle, when and where the battle was fought, a map, a description of the battle, and the outcome.

Guiding Questions for your Research


1. Who were the leaders on each side of this battle?

2. Elaborate on the particulars of the battle. What exactly did happen? Was there a strategy used by either side that affected the outcome of the battle?  What was the outcome?

3. What time of the year was the battle fought?


4. Do you think the weather played a role in the outcome of the battle?


5. Was there anything unique about the geography of the area that had an effect on the outcome of the battle?


6. Was there anything surprising, unusual, or unique about this particular battle that would be interesting to report?

7.  What resources did you access to research this battle? List all resources in proper bibliographic form.
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Format: 
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Template:





(Name of the Battle)







Date: (When the battle occurred.)



British Leader: 



Patriot Leader: 



What Happened: (Include a description of the battle.)



















Outcome: (Tell how the battle ended.)







On this side of the trading card, include a map that shows where the battle took place, the name of the battle, and the date it occurred.







Color these borders red if the British won the battle, blue if it was won by the Patriots, or yellow if the battle was a draw.
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		1 point

		2 points

		3 points

		4 points

		Points Earned



		Accuracy of information

		Most of the information is inaccurate

		Some inaccuracies in the information

		All of the information is accurate

		Accurate information is provided with extra details

		



		Originality

		Most of the information is copied directly from the source(s)

		Some information is copied directly from the source(s)

		The information is in the student’s own words, but there are grammatical mistakes

		All information is in the student’s own words, using excellent grammar

		



		Neatness

		Project is messy and difficult to read

		Some items are difficult to read

		Project is neat and easy to read

		Project is exceptionally neat and put together

		



		Research


(written responses to research questions)

		Inadequate details are provided and/or answers are mostly sentence fragments

		Questions are completely answered but do not reflect much effort

		Questions are completely answered with good attention to detail

		Answers are fully detailed and obviously well researched; written in complete sentences

		



		Completion

		Project is unfinished

		Project is finished, but many of the directions were not followed

		Project is finished, but some of the directions were not followed

		Project is completed as assigned

		



		Presentation

		Poor eye contact, volume, and explanation

		Adequate eye contact, volume, and explanation

		Good eye contact, volume, and explanation

		Excellent eye contact, volume, and explanation

		





Trading card, research answers, and presentation will be graded on the following criteria. This rubric must be turned in on the day of the presentation.











           Points Earned = 


















x 5












           Total Score = 

    /120
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