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Grade Level:  5-8 grades

United States History/Language Arts/Fine Arts - Music and Art Appreciation

NATIONAL EDUCATION STANDARDS:

NSS-USH.5-12.2 ERA 2: COLONIZATION AND SETTLEMENT (1585-1763) 

NL-ENG.K-12.12 APPLYING LANGUAGE SKILLS 

NA.5-8.6 LISTENING TO, ANALYZING, AND DESCRIBING MUSIC

NA-VA.5-8.4 UNDERSTANDING THE VISUAL ARTS IN RELATION TO HISTORY AND CULTURE

Lesson TITLE:

“Ich Bin Deutsche” OR

What do you get when you take an English King, add a Latin Term, denn mit deutschen Leuten vermischt (then mix with a bunch of Germans)?  The answer is Penn’s Sylvania Dutch”
Time required: 4 Days or4 hours

Lesson Summary: 

 Students will develop a greater comprehension of who the Pennsylvania “Deutsche” were including a greater appreciation of the Germanic/“Dutch” culture through analyzing Pennsylvania Dutch songs, arts, photos, and artifacts.  To enhance their synthesis of the social, economic, political, environmental, cultural, and historical aspects of the Germans upon the Pennsylvania settlement students will work together in small and large groupings as well as individually in developing a deeper cultural understanding and by creating a final assessed product.  Finally the students will include their own inferences as why the Pennsylvania Germans allowed and continue to allow the Dutch phrase instead of “Deutsche.”

Objectives:

Upon completion of this lesson students will be able to:

1.  Identify when and where Germanic ethnic groups of people came to Pennsylvania

2.  Comprehend, analysis, and synthesis why and how they came through primary documents

3.  Define associated vocabulary relevant to the Social, Political, Economic, Environment, Cultural, and Historical aspects of settling Pennsylvania

4.  Appreciate the art and songs of the Germanic settlers

5.  Recognize and analysis historic artifacts from the Germanic Settlements

	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
	Time Period
	Society

	GERMANY by 1700
	
	Quaker Pennsylvania in 1701

	 Many small kingdoms/ nation-states
	Politeia/Regime
	Proprietary colony

Representative Republic

	Princes/Dukes/aristocrats

aristocrats
	Politeuma/Ruling Class


	Common citizens

	Martin Luther/Lutheran Church/Strong Army
	Paideia/What makes a 

society what it is

	Charter of privileges, 1701

New Testament

	“Land of poets & thinkers”

Obedience to the state
	Virtue/ The highest 

moral excellence
	Reflection to find “The Inner Light”

	
	
	


Key Terms: 

1.  Dutch - noun - the term given to people of the Netherlands

2.  Duetsch - noun - the way Germans say German

3. Palatines - adj. possessing royal prerogatives in a territory 

4.  Zeal - verb -desire or endeavor; enthusiastic diligence

5.  Pastorious -adj. - people who tended animals

6. Plagued - verb - to smite with a plague, pestilence, death, etc.; scourge

7. Decimation - verb -to destroy a great number or proportion of.

8. Indentured - noun - a contract by which a person, as an apprentice, is bound to service

9.  Allegiance - noun - the loyalty of a citizen to his or her government or of a subject to his or her sovereign

10. Meager - adj. - deficient in quantity or quality; lacking fullness or richness; scanty; inadequate

11. Dissenters -noun - a person with a difference of opinion

12.  treacherous -adj. - deceptive, untrustworthy, or unreliable; unstable or insecure.

13.  Artisans -noun - a person skilled in an applied art; a craftsperson. 

14.  Redeemers - noun - a person who buys or pays off; clears by payment; to buy back.

15. Affiliated - adj. - being in close formal or informal association; related to.

16. Vexation - noun - irritation; annoyance

17. Vermin -noun -noxious, objectionable, or disgusting animals collectively, especially those of small size that appear commonly and are difficult to control, as flies, lice, bedbugs, cockroaches, mice, and rats. 

18.  Portholes -noun -a round, window-like opening with a hinged, watertight glass cover in the side of a vessel for admitting air and light.

19. Quaintness -adj.-strange, peculiar, or unusual in an interesting, pleasing, or amusing way

20. Emigration - verb - to leave one country or region to settle in another; migrate:

Historical Background for the Teachers:

See Readers Theater

Anticipatory Set: 

ADMIT SLIP:

Place the following quote on the board in front of the class and give each student a 3x5 card to write their own personal inference as to their interpretation of the following quote:
“The German is like a willow.

No matter which way you bend him,
he will always take root again."
- Alexander Solzhenitsyn 

The teacher will explain to their students that we will be looking at the Germanic Groups of people who came into Pennsylvania, creating our own inferences as to why they came where, how, and when.

DO NOW ACTIVITY FOR DAY ONE:

SONG ANALYSIS

We can learn a great deal from the music and art of the different ethnic groups who settled America. Listen closely and you may hear the harpsichord, the violin, the fiddle, the hammered dulcimer, the drum, and/or the recorder.

Song One: “Simple Gifts is a praise hymn in 4-part chorale style based on the American Traditional Shaker melody with the text an adaptation of Psalm 145. The Shaker Melody is often attributed to "Anonymous" but was probably written by Elder Joseph Brackett Jr. (1797-1882) in 1848.”

http://youtu.be/kWTDgc96bg8
Song Two: is in the attachments, “Speed the Plow”

Explain to the students the time and setting of the song and the ask them to listen and answer the following questions as they do:

1.  What is the main theme of the song?

2.  What inference can you make as to the true meaning of the song, if there are words?

3.  Did you like the music?  Why or why not?

This activity should take about 10 -15 minutes unless you do more than one song; feel free also to do only partial songs.  I do also advice you give the words of the songs to the students so they can follow along.
DO NOW ACTIVITY FOR DAY TWO:

PHOTO ANALYSIS

Students will look at, assess, and interpret the subject matter of Pennsylvania relevant pictures.  This activity will enable students to actually relate to the subjects of the pictures as real and true individuals.  Below are a photo analysis worksheet & several pictures.  As the instructor you could display one picture on the smart board at a time OR you could divide the class into several groups, giving each their own picture to collaborate together on the assessment of and prepare for a group discussion of.  This activity should take about 15-20 minutes.
Photo Analysis Worksheet:

Step 1: Observation

A. Study the image for approximately one minute looking at the overall image and then 

Examine the individual items and/or people.

B. Use the chart below to list people, objects, and activities in the image:

PEOPLE                          OBJECTS                                ACTIVITIES

Step 2: Inference/Deduction

Based on what you have observed FROM THE PICTURE, write at least three inferences and conclusions you can make.
Step 3: Further Questions

1. What questions does this image leave you with?

DO NOW ACTIVITY FOR DAY THREE:

ART ANAYLSIS

Do this activity AFTER the artifact analysis on Day THREE

We can learn a great deal about the ethnicity of the different groups of people who settled America.  The hex sign of the Germanic groups of people who settled Pennsylvania is one such artifact we can study to learn more about their past and heritage.  After what the students learned from the reader’s theater, show the students the different hex signs and read the following again to them. As homework, as the students to create their own hex sign with a brief paragraph explaining why they choose the diagrams and colors they did.

Large, green double clovers mean extra good luck

Red heart stands for love

Trinity tulips for faith, hope, and charity 

A scalloped border for smooth sailing for life

Petal rosette forms often in the center which is a basic sign of “good luck”

The hearts, carefully placed in a closed circle, provide endless enchantment and happiness.

A decorative, boarder of triangles completes the design, for smooth sailing in life. A life filled with love and romance for all.

Unicorns symbolize piety and virtue.

Two Distelfinks "doubling" one's good luck and happiness 

Distelfinks birds often very stylized were used to decorate marriage and birth certificates, bible flyleaves and furniture.

The horse was one of symbols selected to ensure protection for farm animals and pets. It helped protect the animals against disease and lighting.

The mighty oak tree is known for strength, health in body and mind, long life. The four oak leaf colors represent the four seasons of life, spring, summer, fall and winter. 

Procedures:

1.  Go over the Readers Theater with students to give them the necessary background information for comprehension of what we will be discussing, analyzing, and synthesizing in and out of the classroom within small groups and individually.

2.  Review the Binary Paideia with the students to aid the class with their comprehension of this lesson in relevance to their prior and soon to be occurred knowledge.

3.  Each Day go over the DO NOW ACTIVITY at the beginning of the hour to aid in their comprehension of the German ethnicity.

4.  Day ONE: do the Reader’s Theater in class, allowing the class to discuss at the end, allowing them to draw their own inferences/conclusions as to why and how the Germanic Groups of people cam to Pennsylvania.

5.  Day ONE the students will be given the Sauer and Mittelberger letters to read, compare, and contrast answering the following questions:

    A.  When were the letters written, by whom, and to whom?

    B.  What is the main theme of each letter, compare/contrast using a graph or table?

    C.  What can you as a group infer about life as a ship passenger coming to America?

    D.  Finally, conclude with your own opinion as to why immigrants still came to America and why the Germans, specifically choose Pennsylvania.

6.  Day TWO:  

A. Go over the vocabulary words by dividing the students into pairs, each with their own computer and/or dictionary.  Give each group 10 words from their vocabulary list which they are to write definitions for on a 3x5 card and the vocabulary word onto another card.  Once this is done have two groups join who have different vocabulary words and play a matching game for about 5-10 minutes; thus enforcing their vocabulary usage in a fun and stimulating way.  They will use the vocabulary words in their final assessment so remind them to keep their cards.  This activity should take about 20-30 minutes.

B.  Students will be given a brief excerpt from two primary documents to analyze and interpret how Germans were actually treated by others within their own communities in Pennsylvania.  Then they will share their findings and come to their own conclusions as to whether the treatment was fair and beneficial or not, giving supporting evidence as to their decision.

7. Day THREE Students will be given pictures of five different artifacts from the Pennsylvania Germans.  The instructor can divide the class into five different groups and each group would be responsible for evaluating one picture and summarizing what they infer the artifact was and how it was used. OR you could make multiple copies and give each group 3-5 to evaluate and analysis OR you could project each picture upon the smart board and conduct this activity completely as a class project.  Please carryout this activity the way which would best aid the learning environment of your individual class.  After the groups do their individual evaluation, they are then to share and add to each others artifact knowledge.  This activity should take about 20-30 minutes if the class discussion is allowed and guided.

8. Day FOUR will be set aside for presentations and reading of paragraphs.  Use rubrics from Cicero site for collaborations and/or multimedia OR create your own.

Artifact Analysis Worksheet
1. Type of artifact

Describe the material from which it was made (for example, is it wood, stone, leather, bone, glass, etc.)

2. Uses of the artifact

A. What might it have been used for?

B. Who might have used it?

C. Where might it have been used?

D. When might have it been used?

3. What does the artifact tell us about the Pennsylvania Germans?

4.  What does it tell us about the life and times of the people who made it and used it?

5.  Give a name of a similar item today.

Homework:

Day ONE:  Finish writing Conclusion or Step D. on the Primary document Letters

Day TWO:  Finish vocabulary list if necessary

Day THREE:  Finish Hex Sign to share with class and explain what you created

Assessment:

CHOICES WILL BE:

1.  The students will individually show their added comprehension of the Pennsylvania Dutch by writing a seven paragraph essay including an introduction and conclusion paragraphs.  They will relay their acquired knowledge over why, when, where, and how the Germans settled in Pennsylvania.  Also, they will explain the Social, Political, Economic, Environmental, Cultural, and Historical aspects of the German settlements, making connections between these areas through utilizing the analyzed and studied artifacts, primary documents, music, and art.   They are to also include their own inferential paragraph as to why they believe the Pennsylvania Germans allowed the title Dutch to be labeled and continue to utilize it.  Finalize that paragraph with your own opinion as to whether you would have or still would do the same and why or why not. 

2.  Option two allows students to collaborate, creating a 10 minute power point explaining the same information as in option one.

Extensions:

1. Do the Guided Reading under Activities called, “Religion in the Colonies” on Cicero website to aid the student’s great comprehension on the variety of religions which helped mold Pennsylvania into the diverse community it still is today.

2.   Look at and go over the lesson on the colonial Charters Charter of Privileges, Pennsylvania, 1701. This lesson will enable students to broaden their comprehension of the governmental aspects of settling Pennsylvania.

3.  Show students this very short power point on an apothecary -

http://www.lauriekrebs.com/Pages/Colonial%20Doctor.html
4.  Look at the extension site - http://xroads.virginia.edu/~CAP/PENN/pnplan.html and do an analysis of why he plotted the city as he did and what you may have done differently.

Resources:

1.  Photo analysis worksheet

2.  Photos of Pennsylvania Germans/colonial farms 

- http://ed101.bu.edu/StudentDoc/current/ED101sp09/apaez/Economy.html
- http://wwwdelivery.superstock.com/WI/223/4048/PreviewComp/SuperStock_4048-5045.jpg
-  http://www.lauriekrebs.com/Pages/Colonial%20Doctor.html
 -  Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, founded by Moravians in 1741, is shown illustrated from the late 18th century.
- http://www.loc.gov/rr/european/imde/germchro.html
3.  http://unclejacksdelights.com/hex.htm
Use for information on hex signs for Day Three

4.  http://www.padutch.com/hexsigns.shtml
Use for information on hex signs for Day Three

5.  http://www.hsp.org/default.aspx?id=77
This is the site you will find the letters of Sauer and Mittleberger to compare and contrast for Day One

6.  http://www.flickr.com/photos/33969808@N00/95603658/
This is where the Paul Revere dentist kit picture came from; artifact #1 for Day Three Activity

7. www.memorylaneminis.com
This is where the bed warmer picture came from; artifact #2 for Day Three Activity

8.  The third artifact for Day THREE activity is the Philadelphia map of 1684 from the Cicero website.

9.  http://www.historicalshop.com/sitecontents/colonial/colartifacts.htm#top
This is where I found the pictures of the shoe buckle, foot stove, grinding grain box, iron pot holder, and the nautical dividing tool artifacts.

10.  http://homepages.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~brobst/chronicles/chap2.htm
Information over German settlements

11.   http://xroads.virginia.edu/~CAP/PENN/pnplan.html
Idea for extension over plan for the city of Philedelphia

12.  Baer, Friederike.  “Speaking American,” American History Article, August, 2007.

13.  Pfleger, Birte. “Miserable Germans” and Fries’s Rebellion, from the Early American Studies.  California State University, Los Angeles, CA. 2004.

14.  German Settlement in Pennsylvania, An Overview,” www.hsp.org
15.  Charles F. Kerchner, Jr. “Pennsylvania Dutch are of German heritage not Dutch,” http://www.kerchner.com/padutch.htm, 1996

16.  Newhouse, Richard, A. Baltzer Meyer Historical Society.

17.  Mittelberger letter, www.hsp.org
18.  The Brobst Chronicles,  http://mail.google.com mail/?ui=ee5af869ff&view=att&th+130d7c28…pgs 1-3

19.  http://youtube/kWTDgc96bg8
20.  http://www.lyricsmania.com/speed_the_plough_lyrics_horslips.html
21.  http://www.earlyamerica.com/music/18th-century.html
Author of Lesson:

Nancy Ohmart



