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For Sale by Owner: Colonial Building Traditions
Grade Level: 8th Grade
United States History
Time Required: Two to three class periods (50 min. each)

Lesson Summary:

Students will learn about the different climate and building traditions that developed between the northern and southern colonies during the Revolutionary War time period.  Students will investigate and analyze different city and home plans during this time.  The students will participate in a map activity over the unique layout of the city of Philadelphia and create a pamphlet focusing on the building traditions discussed in class.
Objectives:
Identify ways that climate influenced building styles and traditions in the American colonies.
SS4 Interpret the past, explain the present and predict future consequences
SS5  Locate and describe geographic places using absolute and relative location

SS7 Select, investigate, and present a topic using primary and secondary resources

	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
	Time Period
	Society

	
	Politeia/Regime
	

	
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	

	
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	

	
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	

	


Key Terms:
Cellar- noun- room of a house, usually underground, where a family could store food and other things through the long winters.

Chimney- noun- a structure, usually vertical, containing a passage or flue by which the smoke, gases, or fire are carried off and by means of which a draft is created.
Clapboards- noun- a long, thin board, thicker along one edge than the other, used in covering the outer walls of buildings, being laid horizontally, the tick edge of each board overlapping the thin edge of the board below it.

Narrow- adjective- not broad or wide, limited in extent or space.
Radiant Heat- noun- heat energy transmitted, heat given off.
Historical Background for the Teachers:
Like other aspects of colonial culture, English traditions were the foundation of early building styles.  However, American colonists quickly developed unique styles that better fit their needs.  Northern homes had several layers of wood protecting the house from harsh northern winters.  First planks were fixed to the wood frame.  Then, a windproof covering of clapboards was wrapped tightly over the planks.  Rooms generally had their own fireplace and were grouped around a massive central chimney.  At night the chimney radiated heat back into the house.  To hold heat from the fires, rooms were small and had low ceilings.  A typical northern home was 40 feet wide and 30 feet deep.  

  
Southern home were located in a milder climate and there was no need for the radiate heat of a central chimney.  Fireplaces were placed at the end walls, allowing much of the heat to escape into the outside.  Long central halls allowed summer breezes from open doors to cool the house.  Instead of total wood construction, many southerners built of brick when they could afford it.  Kitchens were placed in a separate building to keep heat away from living areas. A typical southern house was 40 feet side and 20 feet deep.  


Carpenters built houses using only hand tools.  They usually worked on every part of a house’s construction.  The first English settlers brought materials such as hinges, nails, and tools with them from England. Townhouses were built with a narrow front to the street since the frontage on a city street was often very expensive. The planned city of Philadelphia seemed odd to visitors because the streets were laid out in a grid like pattern unlike the cities overseas that were filled with alleys and winding roads.

Anticipatory Set:
I will show students a PowerPoint that has 15-20 different pictures of houses.  The houses will be located from areas all over the United States. I will also print out a picture of each house from the PowerPoint and post them around the room as part of the ‘Do Now Activity.’  The students will have to tell me the general location (north, south, east, west) that they believe that house would be located.  For example, a house constructed from tile or stucco might be constructed in the southwest. Students will write down there guesses and reasoning on their notebook paper.

Do Now Activity: 
Using the Anticipatory Set home pictures, students will engage in a think pair share activity to decide where and why they believe the homes will located.  After discussing their answers in pairs, they will post their final guesses and reasons for their guesses on sticky notes that will be placed by photos of the homes.  This trading of ideas will lead to a class discussion.
Procedures:
Day One
1) Show PowerPoint of different houses across the United States for Anticipatory Set.
· Have students post their guesses over Anticipatory Set PowerPoint on sticky notes around the classroom.
· Discuss actual location of homes and what features of the home are related to its location.
2) Students will visit the computer lab to research the average weather patterns for the north and south regions of the United States with a partner.  Each group must report back to the class the typical weather for the northern and southern colonies of the United States for all four months of the year.

Day Two

3) Present facts and pictures about how colonial citizens built their homes differently in the north and the south. The students will ‘hot potato’ reading from a section out of their text books and pass around pictures of examples.  The students should be able to answer the following questions:
*What challenges did colonists face which forced them to modify English building style?

* How was the placement of the kitchen different in the North and South?

* What materials were used for houses in the North and South?

*Why do you think Northern houses did not use long central halls like those in the South? 

*What features do we include in our Missouri houses that might not be necessary in other parts of the country?

4) Present information about how Philadelphia was laid out in a grid like pattern unlike most other early colonial cities and cities in England. We will use Google Earth projected on our Smart Board to show various aerial photos of Philadelphia and other colonial towns.  We will use a large map of Philadelphia to illustrate this during the activity listed in number five.
5) Students will break into five groups. Each group will be given a map (poster sized) that shows the roads and early businesses in colonial Philadelphia.  Each group will be issued a series of questions that can be answered by analyzing the map.  For instance, ‘If Benjamin Franklin wanted to leave his home, stop by the city jail to visit a friend, and then end up at Independence Hall, what route would he take?  Describe the path (including directional words, approximate distances, and street names) that Benjamin Franklin would travel to arrive at his destination.’
Homework:
Create accurate directions (including directional words, approximate distances, and street names) that would get you from the school to your home.
Assessment:
The students will turn in a “Ticket out of Class” that lists the similarities and differences between the northern and southern colonies using a Venn diagram.
Extension/ Product:
The students can create a “For Sale” flyer for a typical Northern or Southern colonial house.  The ad should offer a sketch of the house and list its advantages in regard to hearing and cooling, building materials used, room sizes, a floor plan, and additional features (separate kitchen, cellar for storage, central chimney.)
Resources:
*Five maps of Philadelphia 1787
*Teacher created PowerPoint of 15-20 houses across the United States

* Access to Internet for climate research

*Student textbook
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