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“Finding the Founding Fathers”
Grade Level: 8th Grade United States History
Time Required: 3-45 minute class periods

Lesson Summary:

This lesson is designed to help students make personal connections with the personalities and motivations of the 39 men who came together at Independence Hall in the Summer of 1787 to sign the United States Constitution.  Each student will be creating their own trading card of the founding father they are most closely identified with based on a personality quiz designed by the National Constitution Center. 
Objectives:
· Analyze the motivations of the founding fathers
· Identify the signers of the Constitution and the role they played in the start of the new government

· Create data trading cards describing key characteristics of the founding fathers.

· Compare and contrast the founding fathers to their modern counterparts.

	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
	Time Period
	Society

	
	Politeia/Regime
	

	
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	

	
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	

	
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	

	


Key Terms:
· Founding Father- one of the original 55 men who attended the Constitutional Convention
· Signers- an individual who signed the Constitution
· Dissenter- an individual who did not sign the Constitution
· States rights’- political rights held by the states and not relinquished to the federal government 
Historical Background for the Teachers:
(courtesy of the National Constitution Center) http://www.constitutioncenter.org/ncc_edu_The_Constitution_Fast_Facts.aspx
· The U. S Constitution was written in the same Pennsylvania State House where the Declaration of Independence was signed and where George Washington received his commission as Commander of the Continental Army. Now called Independence Hall, the building still stands today on Independence Mall in Philadelphia, directly across from the National Constitution Center.

· Written in 1787, the Constitution was signed on September 17th. But it wasn’t until 1788 that it was ratified by the necessary nine states.

· The U.S. Constitution was prepared in secret, behind locked doors that were guarded by sentries.

· Some of the original framers and many delegates in the state ratifying conventions were very troubled that the original Constitution lacked a description of individual rights. In 1791, Americans added a list of rights to the Constitution. The first ten amendments became known as The Bill of Rights.

· Of the 55 delegates attending the Constitutional Convention, 39 signed and 3 delegates dissented. Two of America’s “founding fathers” didn’t sign the Constitution. Thomas Jefferson was representing his country in France and John Adams was doing the same in Great Britain.

· Of the written national constitutions, the U.S. Constitution is the oldest and shortest.

· At 81, Benjamin Franklin of Pennsylvania was the oldest delegate at the Constitutional Convention and at 26, Jonathon Dayton of New Jersey was the youngest.

· More than 11,000 amendments have been introduced in Congress. Thirty three have gone to the states to be ratified and twenty seven have received the necessary approval from the states to actually become amendments to the Constitution.

Anticipatory Set:
· Show “Creating the Constitution”  (http://www.constitutioncenter.org/ncc_progs_Constitution_Day.aspx)
Do Now Activity: 
· “What Founding Father are You?” Activity from the National Constitution Center. (www.constitutioncenter.org) 
Procedures:
· Students will use the biographical information provided by constitutioncenter.org to take notes and begin research on the founding father they resulted in from the “Founding Fathers” activity.
· Students will see examples of trading cards, provided by the National Constitution Center.
· Students will create and design their own trading card from their research.  Each trading card should be completed with all information, colored and designed to reflect their individual founder.
Homework:
· Students will finish their trading card and prepare to present their information tomorrow in class.
Assessment:
· Students will be graded by rubric on their presentation and creation of the trading card.
Extension:
· Students will be able to respond to this activity with a series of questions on our classroom blog.  
· Compare yourself to the “founding father” your results showed.  How are you similar?  How are you different?
· How do the differences of the founding fathers affect the Constitutional Convention of 1787?
· How can our differences be both a weakness and a strength for the Constitutional Convention?
· Students could use this activity as a starting point for a mock Constitutional Convention.  
Resources:
www.constitutioncenter.org
Classroom blog (http://mcculloughclassroom.blogspot.com)
http://www.constitutioncenter.org/ncc_edu_The_Constitution_Fast_Facts.aspx
http://www.constitutioncenter.org/ncc_progs_Constitution_Day.aspx
Author of Lesson:
Erin McCullough
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	Founding Fathers Trading Card Rubric

	
	Advanced

(14-15 points)
	Proficient
(12-13 points)
	Basic
(10-11 points)
	Below Basic
(8-9 points)
	Incomplete
(7 points & below)
	Total Points

	Content                           (15 points)
	Student exhibits an advanced level of knowledge about their founding father and his political beliefs
	Student exhibits a proficient level of knowledge about their founding father and his political beliefs.
	Student exhibits a basic level of knowledge about their founding father and his political beliefs.
	Student exhibits below basic knowledge of their founding father and his political beliefs.
	Student gave incomplete information about their founding father and his political beliefs.
	

	Creativity                  (15 points)
	Student exhibits an advanced level of creativity in historical thinking and in design.
	Student exhibits a proficient level of creativity in historical thinking and design.
	Student exhibits a basic level of creativity in historical thinking and design.
	Student exhibits a below basic level of creativity in historical thinking and design.
	Student project is incomplete in design and/or exhibits little or no historical thinking.
	

	Presentation             (15 points)
	Student presents trading card in an advanced (complete, well-developed, practiced) presentation.
	Student presents trading card in a proficient presentation.
	Student presents trading card in a basic presentation.
	Student presents trading card in a below basic presentation.
	Student does not present trading card or it is clear student did not prepare for presentation.
	

	Response                    (15 points)
	Student answers response questions in at least three complete sentences per question with well-thoughtout answers.  Student responds to two classmate posts.
	Student answers response questions in at least two complete sentences per question with well-thoughtout answers.  Student responds to two classmate posts.
	Student answers response questions in at least two complete sentence per question.  Student responds to one classmate post.
	Students answer response questions with at least one complete sentence.  Student responds to one classmate post.
	Student does not answer the response questions and/or does not respond to a classmate post.
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