
TAH Grant Lesson Plan
[image: image2.jpg]PRESERVING AMERICAS
ID-WESTERN
" HERITAGE

' LIBERTY FELLOWSHIP

9 TR
; ‘@\;%
R Q/ 7

MILLER R-II SCHOOL DISTRICT





“Economic Origins of the Constitution”
Grade Level: 7th -10th grade
United States History
Time Required: Four (4) Days (Approximately 50 min. periods)

Lesson Summary:

Through the use of a Powerpoint, game, and written assignment, students will explore the economic situation of the mid-1780’s in the United States.  Students will look at the financial state of Americans during this time period and its effect on the fledgling nation.  Ultimately, students will see the effect the economic crisis of the time had upon the creation of the Constitution of the United States.
Objectives:

The students should be able to:


1.
Understand the importance of and cost of the Revolutionary War.


2.
Understand the efforts of the Continental Congress and state governments to manage




the unstable economy of the 1780’s.



3.
Analyze the degree of influence of the economy upon the creation of the Constitution.

	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
	Time Period
1783-1789
	Society

	Bondholders/speculators/
landowners/legislators/

continental officers/up-scale

merchants

Articles of Confederation/

State governments


	     Politeia/Regime
	Farmers/laborers/continental
soldiers/low-scale merchants

Articles of Confederation/

State governments

	Continental Congress/
State Legislatures
	Politeuma/Ruling Class

	Continental Congress/
State Legislatures

	Declaration of Independence/
Articles of Confederation
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is


	Declaration of Independence/
Articles of Confederation

	Patriotism/Entrepreneurial
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	Patriotism

	


Key Terms:
Bond (security)
n.
A certificate promising payment of a certain sum on or before a stated day


and issued by a government or corporation as an evidence of a debt.

Interest
n.
A charge for borrowed money that is generally a percentage of the amount



borrowed.

Debt
n.
Something owed to another.

Asset
n.
All the property of a person that may be used in payment of debts.
Speculator
n.
One who engages in a business deal in which much profit may be made



although at a big risk.

Inflation
n.
A continual increase in the price of goods and services.

Deflation
n.
A reduction in the volume of available money or credit resulting in a decline


of the general price level.

Liquidity
n.
Made up of or easily changed into cash (ex. liquid assets)

Historical Background for the Teachers:
The American Revolution was the political upheaval during the last half of the 18th century in which thirteen colonies in North America joined together to break free from the British Empire, combining to become the United States of America.  The war ended with effective American victory in October 1781, followed by formal British abandonment of any claims to the United States with the Treaty of Paris in 1783.  The war expenses of the individual states added up to approximately $114 million compared to $37 million by the central government.  
At this point, the new United States government had a problem.  The Continental Congress, along with the tremendous war debt built up, had paid continental soldiers with bonds.  They also paid farmers and merchants with the bonds, promising to pay them back in full at a later date.  So, in 1785, the Continental Congress sent the states a requisition for $3 million to help pay off the bonds.  Obviously, under the Articles of Confederation, the states did not have to pay the federal government anything.  But many states did, causing various momentous events to occur.  

The problem with the requisition was that 30% of the $3 million was for operating expenses, 30% was for foreign debt and the final 40% was for bondholders in the U.S (and $1.7 million of the $3 million had to be paid with real specie-gold or silver-of which there was not much around).  The problem was with the 40% bondholder portion.  Near the end of the war, Continental Army officers essentially threatened the Congress with a coup if they did not pay them “commutation certificates” for their services in the war.  Part of the 40% was to pay these men, and many Americans did not appreciate their taxes going to this.  Adding to this, many average continental soldiers following the war found themselves in dire need of money for their homes, farms, etc.  Bond speculators paid many of these soldiers a fraction of what their bonds were worth so that the soldiers could buy food, horses, and pay their taxes.  Now these same soldiers (along with many others who sold their bonds at cheap prices to speculators) had to pay higher taxes in 1785 so the Congress could pay the bond speculators their interest.  No surprise that Shay’s Rebellion (the largest farmer’s uprising in American history) took place in the summer of 1786 and was clearly influenced by the 1785 requisition.


As Woody Holton stated in “Unruly Americans and the Origins of the Constitution”, no legislation “did more to advance the movement for the Constitution” than did the 1785 requisition.  Hopefully, in the Anticipatory Set, students will notice that the greatest protections in the Constitution are in the amendments and not in the main body of the Constitution.  So if our freedoms were an afterthought, there must be something more to the origin of the Constitution.  Hopefully, this game will get the students to ponder history in a new light.
Anticipatory Set:
Make three columns on the board.  Do not label the columns.  The columns are #1-Parts of the Constitution carried over from the Articles of Confederation, #2-The seven articles and #3-The Bill of Rights and Amendments.  The students are to try and figure out what the columns are as they fill up.  Ask students to call out the specific parts of the Constitution that they most appreciate.  The instructor places the responses into the appropriate columns.  When students are done, see if they can figure out what the labels are.  Instructor may help as needed (7th grade instructor may provide more guidance).  Ask students why is it that many of the most cherished parts of the Constitution are in the amendments.  Give students Reading Handout #1.  Discuss briefly.
Do Now Activity: 
The students will be introduced to the background information within the Powerpoint.  Students will then be given the rules of the game and be assigned a character for the game.  The rules of the game are explained within the Powerpoint.   Students will be required to follow along with their finances throughout the game.  Upon completion of the game, students will do the Concluding Assessment which involves the students answering follow-up questions at the 10th grade level and a friendly letter at the 7th grade level.  7th grade has the option of using the follow-up questions if necessary.
***At 7th grade level, more instructor guidance may be necessary with the questions.  

Procedures:
I.
Day 1 of Lesson

a.
Anticipatory Set  (30 min.)


1.
Instructor makes columns on the board.  Students call out favorite clauses of the



Constitution.  Instructor writes them in appropriate columns.



2.
Students try to label the columns.  Have students discuss why most cherished parts of




Constitution are in amendments.



3.
Give students Reading Handout #1.  Class discussion.


b.
Powerpoint  (15 min.)


1.
Begin introduction of Powerpoint with students.  Ensure students understand the




basic economic issues of the time period and the associated vocabulary terms.

II.
Day 2 of Lesson

a.
Powerpoint  (15 min)


1.
Continue discussion of Powerpoint and go over rules of game.  The rules of the game



are contained within the Powerpoint.


b.
Hand out characters to students.  Answer any final questions students may have. (10 min)


c.
Do turns 1 and 2 of game.  (25 min)

III.
Day 3 of Lesson


a.
Do turns 3, 4 and 5 of game. (35 min)

b.
Final discussion of game (5-10 min)

c.
Give students the Concluding Assessment handout and allow them to begin.  Instruct students



to work on questions over night.  (5-10 min)

IV.
Day 4 of Lesson


a.
Discussion over Concluding Assessment handout.  Students finish handout. (20 min)


b.
(If necessary)Extension Activity- Students take rest of class period to write about a possible


alternative government to the Articles and the Constitution.

Homework:
1.
On the night of Day 3 of lesson, students work on the Concluding Assessment questions.
Assessment:
Students will complete the Concluding Assessment questions at the 10th grade level.  Students will do the friendly letter option at the 7th grade level (explained within the Powerpoint).  With the questions, class discussion will follow and will be graded with the included Concluding Assessment Rubric.
Extension:
10th Grade-Have students write 150-200 words explaining an alternative government to the Articles of Confederation or the Constitution.  The alternative could be a blend of the two documents with possible new elements.
7th Grade-Have students write a 200-250 word friendly letter from their character’s point of view to a family member/friend explaining their recent troubles in the mid-1780’s.

Resources:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Revolutionary_War

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Revolution#Finance
“Unruly Americans and the Origins of the Constitution” by Woody Holton
Authors of Lesson:
Joshua Montgomery-Neosho Middle School
Nick Hays-Neosho High School
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Economic Origins of the Constitution

Concluding Assessment

*Write a short 3-5 sentence paragraph in answer to the following questions.

1.
What would happen if the United States defaulted on its debts? (In other words, 


what if they couldn’t pay off the bonds?)

2.
After the 1785 tax hike, would you vote to re-elect your legislators?  Why or


why not?  Should politicians be voted out of office every time they raise taxes?


Why or why not?

3.
After having played the game, what were some troubles facing the average


American in the mid-1780’s?

4.
Discuss the connection between the economic troubles of the mid-1780’s and


the fact that the founding fathers met in 1786 to work on the Constitution.


Did we need a new government in 1786?  How did the Constitution “fix” the


problems with the Articles of Confederation?
Economic Origins Concluding Assessment

Constructed Response Rubric
Score Point




 Descriptor
4 


The 4 response fully accomplishes the task requirements. It

• includes a complete interpretation that goes beyond the game,

• has clear logic or reasoning,

• provides specific, relevant support from the game.

3


The 3 response adequately accomplishes the task requirements. It

• includes an adequate interpretation,

• may have minor flaws in logic or reasoning,

• provides general but relevant support from the game.

2 


The 2 response minimally accomplishes the task requirements. It

• includes a minimal interpretation,

• may have gaps in understanding or flaws in logic or reasoning,

• may provide sparse or irrelevant support from the game.

1 


The 1 response does not accomplish the task requirements. It

• may provide no support from the game,

• may be incorrect or illogical.

0


The 0 response is no effort given.
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Reading Handout #1



There is irony in the fact that most of the best-loved portions of the Constitution appear in the first ten amendments.  The Philadelphia Convention made a conscious decision not to give the new federal charter a Bill of Rights.  When the Constitution was sent out to the states for ratification, however, thousands of Americans were aghast that the delegates had codified the powers of government but not the rights of citizens.  They were even more appalled that as the ratification battle wore on, the supporters of the Constitution, the Federalists, continued to resist the idea of attaching a Bill of Rights.  It was not that the friends of the Constitution were uninterested in protecting personal liberty.  What they feared was that the effort to amend the new national charter to protect civil and states’ rights would throw the whole effort to strengthen the federal government off course.


Several state ratifying conventions ended up giving their approval to the Constitution only on the condition that it would later be amended to include a Bill of Rights.  Some supporters of the Constitution went along with that stipulation, but they generally did so without conviction.  They were simply making a strategic concession, accepting the Bill of Rights in order to secure the adoption of the seven articles that had been drawn up in Philadelphia.



Had there been no opposition to the Constitution, its supporters would not have felt the need to make concessions, and there would be no Bill of Rights.  So if Americans are grateful for the freedom of speech and religion, the right to assemble, the right to an attorney, the right to face their accusers, and other freedoms, it is not the Framers they should thank.  It is the people who opposed the Constitution.  They were the ones who extracted from the Federalists the strategic concession we call the Bill of Rights.



Which raises the question:  If the most compelling motive for the Constitution was not to safeguard civil liberties, what was it?









-Woody Holton









“Unruly Americans”


