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Defining the Preamble
Grade Level: 5th – 8th grade (adjust difficulty to grade level)
United States History
Time Required: 1 to 2 class periods depending upon allotted time



Lesson Summary:

Using the Preamble of the Constitution, students will study, define and illustrate, in words and pictures, the eight phrases of the Preamble.  This will give them a deeper understanding of the purpose and meaning of the Preamble.
Objectives:
· Students will gain knowledge on the purpose and goals of the U.S. Constitution’s Preamble.
· Students will evaluate and synthesis the general principles and values of constitutional democracy.
· Students will develop and present a poster to show their phrase of the Preamble and their level of understanding of it in words and illustrations.

· S.S. PCD.1.A

· S.S. USH.D

· S.S. RIGIT.F

· S.S.TSSI.A

· S.S.TSSI.C

· S.S.TDSI.F

Key Terms:  These are some of the words that the students could show as a definition on their poster:

Justice - 

1. the quality of being just; righteousness, equitableness, or moral rightness: to uphold the justice of a cause. 

2. rightfulness or lawfulness, as of a claim or title; justness of ground or reason: to complain with justice. 

3. the moral principle determining just conduct. 

Insure - 
1. to guarantee against loss or harm. 

2. to secure indemnity to or on, in case of loss, damage, or death. 

3. to issue or procure an insurance policy on or for.
Tranquility –

1. quality or state of being tranquil; calmness; peacefulness; quiet; serenity.
Promote –

1. to help or encourage to exist or flourish; further: to promote world peace.
Posterity – 

1. all descendants of one person: His fortune was gradually dissipated by his posterity.
 Ordain-

1. to enact or establish by law, edict, etc.: to ordain a new type of government.
Historical Background for the Teachers:
 
 After declaring independence from Great Britain, the 13 new states drafted the Articles of Confederation. This document loosely united the states under a central government, thus allowing them to fight the British as one united nation. After the Revolutionary War was won, however, many felt that the national government established under the Articles of Confederation was not strong enough to govern either the domestic or foreign affairs of the new nation.  

 In the spring of 1787, twelve of the thirteen states (Rhode Island chose not to participate) sent representatives to Philadelphia to discuss amending the Articles of Confederation.  This meeting became known as the Constitutional Convention, and instead of amending the Articles of Confederation, the delegates to the Constitutional Convention created a whole new document, the U.S. Constitution, which established the framework for the government we still have today.
Anticipatory Set:
Read aloud the Preamble of the Constitution to the class and ask them to name the purpose of it is.



Do Now Activity: 
Show the Preamble on the Promethean Board and have students circle phrases or words that they know. Discuss possible reasons a preamble is written for a document.  
Procedures:
Hand out the following phrases to groups of students (2-3 per group):

•  We the People of the United States

•  in Order to form a more perfect Union

•  establish Justice

•  Insure domestic Tranquility

•  provide for the common defense

•  promote the general Welfare

•  Secure the Blessing of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity

•  do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America
Students are to work in groups to describe their phrase and show it in illustration form.  The information and illustrations will be outlined in black and colored.  In session 2 the students will present their poster and defend their choices that are on the poster.  At the end of presentations, posters will be put in order of the Preamble for public viewing of activity.


Homework:

Independent work:  An essay will be developed with at least two paragraphs show what their poster’s information showed and the reasons behind it.  The last paragraph will show what they learned from the activity.

Assessment:
Group Work:  (1-4 with 4 being the highest value)
	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Use of Class Time 
	Used time well during each class period. Focused on getting the project done. Never distracted others. 
	Used time well during each class period. Usually focused on getting the project done and never distracted others. 
	Used some of the time well during each class period. There was some focus on getting the project done but occasionally distracted others. 
	Did not use class time to focus on the project OR often distracted others. 

	Graphics - Relevance 
	All graphics are related to the topic and make it easier to understand. 
	All graphics are related to the topic and most make it easier to understand. 
	All graphics relate to the topic. 
	Graphics do not relate to the topic. 

	Content - Accuracy 
	Accurate information is displayed on the poster. 
	In general.accurate information is displayed on the poster. 
	Most information is accurate is displayed on the poster. 
	Information is very inaccurate that is displayed on the poster. 

	Attractiveness 
	The poster is exceptionally attractive in terms of design, layout, and neatness. 
	The poster is attractive in terms of design, layout and neatness. 
	The poster is acceptably attractive though it may be a bit messy. 
	The poster is distractingly messy or very poorly designed. It is not attractive. 


Independent work:

	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Quality of Information 
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. It includes several supporting details and/or examples. 
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. It provides 1-2 supporting details and/or examples. 
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. No details and/or examples are given. 
	Information has little or nothing to do with the main topic. 

	Mechanics 
	No grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors. 
	Almost no grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors 
	A few grammatical spelling, or punctuation errors. 
	Many grammatical, spelling, or punctuation errors. 

	Paragraph Construction 
	All paragraphs include introductory sentence, explanations or details, and concluding sentence. 
	Most paragraphs include introductory sentence, explanations or details, and concluding sentence. 
	Paragraphs included related information but were typically not constructed well. 
	Paragraphing structure was not clear and sentences were not typically related within the paragraphs. 


Extension:
Ask group to draft a preamble for their school’s handbook. If the school does not have a constitution, students can still draft a preamble to its hypothetical constitution. The preamble to the school’s constitution should reflect the school’s goals and guiding spirit behind its governance structure and administration.


Groups will meet in one central space, preferably in a large circle, and exchange their ideas for a preamble to the school’s constitution. The class is charged with negotiating and crafting a final version of the preamble, one that they believe best serves their school community, by the end of class.
Resources:
· Constitution of the United States
· National Constitution Center  www.constitutioncenter.org/explore/Welcome/index.shtml
· Teaching American History.org www.teachingamericanhistory.org/convention/   

· We The Kids Book by David Catrow
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