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De Soto and the Mississippians
Grade Level: 7th Grade
United States History
Time Required: One class period with additional time for summative assessment.

Lesson Summary: 

The lesson will begin with several film clips from popular recent films, Monsters vs Aliens, Independence Day, showing the violent potential during first contact situations.  This will lead off a class discussion about why these first encounters tend to be so violent. The instructor will use student responses to guide the class toward an understanding of binary paidiea- understanding the differences between cultures and how those differences lead to violent clashes. The instructor will then review what has already been discussed in previous classes about both Spain and North American Indian cultures and present a venn diagram the students will fill out as the lesson progresses to help them understand the similarities and differences of the two cultures. 
The instructor will then give a brief introduction to Hernan de Soto, origins, professional career, leading up to his North American expedition. Next will be descriptions of the expedition itself, and close with the death of de Soto on the banks of the Mississippi. Two primary questions must be asked- how were these cultures different? And, why did they clash so violently? The lesson will close with a discussion of the consequences of de Soto’s expedition to the native peoples and their civilization. This discussion will open the mystery of what the Mississippian culture was, and how it may be misunderstood today.
Objectives:
a. Student will be able to compare and contrast Mississippian and Spanish culture.
b. Student will be able to accurately describe why these two cultures clashed violently.

c. Student will be able to identify the modern US states de Soto visited.
	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
	Time Period
	Society

	Monarchical, Catholic. Hereditary title, following a primogeniture model.
	Politeia/Regime
	Powerful clans or families, may have answered to a council of elders or wisemen or shamans

	Land holders, Nobles, Clergy
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	Warriors, Elders

	Spain is defined in this age by the recent expulsion of the Moors. Spain is young, it is vibrant, it is deeply expansionistic. Many of its men have experience in the prosecution of war.
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	Principally farmers, may have been matrilineal, like the Haudenosaunee to the North west, or patrilineal, like the great civilization builders of Meso-America

	Honor- the protection and extension of honor
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	Perhaps honor, maybe community

	


Key Terms:
Adena
n.
Name of a mound building culture beginning around 800 BCE. 
Bottomlands
n.
A region of the Central United States featuring fertile soil in river valleys.

Conquistador
n.
Collective name for Spanish adventurers in the Americas

Cultivation
n.
The large scale growing of crops on arable land

Expedition
n.
A journey undertaking by a group of people with a common goal

Hopewell
n.
A mound building culture from 100 BCE, named for an Ohio farm

Maize
n.
An important domesticated grass, better known as corn

Historical Background for the Teachers:

The early 1490s were a pivotal time for Spain. In 1491 the last Muslim stronghold in Iberia, Granada fell to the armies of Castille and Aragon. The energy that had carried the Spanish to triumph over the Moors now found its expression in voyages of discovery that opened the door to ambitious young men called conquistadors. In the Americas these conquistadors found opportunities to enrich themselves far beyond what their middling lives might earn in Spain. We are already familiar with the stories of Cortez and the Aztecs, Pizarro and the Inca, but what many of us do not know is that another Spaniard set off on a journey of conquest in what would become the United States, and what he found there, now buried in mystery and misunderstanding, might rival the sophistication of the Meso American and Andes Civilizations. What De Soto and his scribes wrote about an advanced civilization in the American Bottomlands surrounding the Mississippi River may challenge many commonly held assumptions about North American Indians. 


According to modern historical theory, Mississippian culture was the third and final phase of a cultural model that began in the Ohio River valley with the Adena, a culture type featuring mound building and extensive agriculture that spread throughout the Ohio and Mississippi valleys into the Northeast. The Hopewell culture followed the Adena, carrying many of the former’s traditions, particularly the mound building. Both cultures may have spoken an Algonquin dialect. Archeological evidence suggests the Hopewell culture’s influence stretched across two thirds of the modern US.  Among the Hopewell contributions were the bow and arrow, fired pottery, and a religious tradition emphasizing journeys into some kind of ether with a priestly class, shamans serving as guides. These shamans probably had enormous influence on the society. 

Following the Hopewell was the Mississippian culture, so named because its cultural hearth was the Mississippian bottomlands. These people carried the Hopewell-Adena flame, borrowing a thousand years of tradition, but they added the intensive cultivation of Maize, a recent émigré from Meso-America. The fertile bottomland and the new strains of maize, bred to withstand a colder climate, enabled the Mississippians to support large and sophisticated populations, the biggest at Cahokia, a city that rivaled London, or Madrid, or Paris in 1250. Recent evidence from excavations in South America suggest that just because no other Cahokia has been found does not mean that it is not out there, weathered, degraded, covered in trees or parking lots. This gets at a fundamental question this lesson could, time permitting, explore: Why do so many historians automatically discount North American civilizations? 


The only existing first person accounts of the region point to advanced, densely populated societies. At some point Mississippian culture collapsed, maybe finding some expression in Creek, Choctaw, and Cherokee traditions. The idea here then is to suggest that early contact with Spanish Europeans and the disease and conundrums they brought with them caused the spectacular collapse of advanced civilization in the American Bottomlands, similar in many ways to the Aztec and Inca.
Anticipatory Set:
Film clips showing first contact from popular movies- Monsters vs. Aliens, Independence Day. Answer the following question: Why are first encounters so often violent? Relate story of the Vikings. Why would the vulnerabilities of the Spanish, so isolated in an unknown land, make them more dangerous to the American Indians?
Do Now Activity: 
Using the Anticipatory Set film clips and questions posed, students will engage in a think pair share activity to answer the questions. After answering in their pairs, they will post ideas for discussion on sticky notes around the classroom and trade ideas leading to class discussion.
Procedures:
1. Review


a. Briefly review the previous lessons on early American Indians and the Spanish reconquista, 
exploration and interactions with the Inca and Aztec

2. Show film clip montage of popular film first contacts


a. class discussion, why are first encounters so often violent? What about cultural differences?


b. review binary paideia- how do cultural differences lead to conflict?

3. Set up venn diagram 

4. Begin discussion of Hernan de Soto, his background, his experience, and his expedition into the Southeastern part of North America.
5. Discuss Mississippian culture, was it advanced? How was it different, or similar to Spanish culture. Was it also an expansive society? Help students fill in the venn diagram.

6. Summation


a. How might the vulnerabilities of the Spanish have contributed to their aggressiveness?


b. What were the consequences for the Mississippians?



1. in terms of disease



2. in terms of cultural interruption



3. one of strengths of the mound builders was trade- how did extensive trade networks contribute 

to a rapid spread of disease and dislocation
     7. Review and turn in venn diagrams



Homework:
There will be no homework for this lesson.
Assessment:
We will have a ticket out of class exercise for formative assessment- Student’s venn diagram comparing and contrasting cultures. The diagram will be filled out through the course of the lecture and will be turned in before the student is allowed to leave. A summative assessment incorporating this lesson into a unit about the Spanish in the New World will be given at a later date.
Extension:
Explore the primary sources written by de Soto’s expedition. How do they describe North American culture? How does this differ from what you have learned ion the past, the myth that North America was an unpeopled wilderness?
Resources:
Mann, Charles C. 1491, 2006 Vintage Books, New York
Grann, David. Lost City of Z, 2009 Doubleday, New York

Wilson, James. The Earth Shall Weep, 1998 Atlantic Monthly Press, New York
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