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“You Say, You Want to Have a Revolution”
Grade Level: 9-12 Grades
United States History/World History
Time Required: 2 days (1 to prepare presentations, 1 to share presentations)

Lesson Summary:

Students will research online resources to create a digital timeline about important events before, during, and after the American Revolution and the French Revolution. Class will be divided into groups to create the timelines with half of the groups researching the American Revolution and half of the groups researching the French Revolution. Groups will present their timelines to the whole class. Students will compare the similarities and differences of the American and French Revolutions during the presentations.
Objectives:

SS2 1.9 Knowledge of principles and processes of governance systems (World History)

SS 1 1.10n 1.5, 1.6 Knowledge of the principles expressed in documents shaping constitutional democracy in the United States
SS1 1.6 Principles of Constitutional Democracy (US History)

SS3 1.6, 1.10 Knowledge of continuity and change in the history of Missouri and the United States


SS3 1.6, 1.9, 1.10 Knowledge of continuity and change in the history of the world (World History)

SS6 3.1 Knowledge of relationships of the individual and groups to Institutions and Traditions (US and World History)

SS7 1.5, 1.1, 1.4, 1.8, 2.1 Tools of Social Science Inquiry (US and World History)

	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society 

French Revolutionaries 
National Assembly

Universal manhood suffrage

Declaration of the Rights of Man

Equality

	Time Period
Late 18th Century

Politeia/Regime
Politeuma/Ruling Class
Paideia/What makes a society what it is

Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	Society
American Revolutionaries

State assemblies

Continental Congress

White male landowners

Declaration of Independence

Liberty

	
	
	

	


Key Terms:
Enlightenment

n.
an 18th century European movement in which thinkers attempted to apply



 the principles of reason and the scientific method to all aspects of society                                                                                                                                                        
Declaration of Independence
n.
document written by Thomas Jefferson declaring grievances and 




independence from Great Britain

Thomas Jefferson

n.
author of the Declaration of Independence

Republic

n.
government in which citizens rule through elected representatives

Bill of Rights

n.
first ten amendments to the U.S. Constitution to protect individual rights

Federal System

n.
Power divided between national and state governments

Checks and Balances

n.
system in which three separate branches of government—legislative, 




judicial, and executive, may check the actions of the others

Estates

n.
large social classes in France

Estates-General

n.
assembly of representatives from all three estates

National Assembly

n.
name for the delegates of the Third Estate who passes reforms and laws in 




the name of the French people

Tennis Court Oath

n.
pledge to stay until a new constitution was drawn up

Great Fear

n.
wave of senseless panic in France

Legislative Assembly

n.
legislative body in France to create laws, approve or reject declarations of war

Jacobins

n.
radical political organization

Guillotine

n.
machine to behead individuals

Maximilien Robespierre
n.
Jacobin leader who rose to power in France who caused the Reign of 




Terror

Historical Background for the Teachers:
Revolutions are events in which there are sudden or significant changes in the old way of doing things or thinking about things. Each revolution has political, economic, and social causes which lead to major changes in government, social, and economic structures. 
The American Revolution beginnings occurred in 1763, as Americans began to resent British rule. Americans experienced clashes with Great Britain, such as the Boston Massacre, boycotts, and unrest over the Acts that Britain imposed on the Americans. Some of the American colonists felt that the British leaders were tyrants and they wanted the same rights as English citizens. Economically, Americans were hurt by the English policy of mercantilism, the taxes to help pay for the defense, and not being able to be represented in Parliament. Socially, colonists began to identify themselves as Americans and they were accustomed to some independence. The Enlightenment ideas by European philosophes of equality and liberty were spreading across the colonies. Unrest culminated with the Declaration of Independence in 1776, the Revolutionary War, and forming a new independent government after the victory over Great Britain, The United States of America. 
Beginning in 1789, the French people rose up to overthrow their king as a result of tension over unfair taxes, desire for more representation in government, unhappiness with the rule of Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette, and the inspiration received by the American Revolution. Economically, France was experiencing a huge debt because of wars and royal extravagance. There were problems caused by inflation and famine. The poorest of the people were paying the highest taxes. Socially, there were three estates in France. The Third Estate resented the First and Second estates’ privileges. France was also influenced by the Enlightenment ideas of equality and liberty.
Anticipatory Set:
Show the You Tube video, Beatles—Revolution. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CzCjGgrewYY
Discuss with class the following questions: What ideals in your life would you be willing to fight and die for? How do you think you would react to a revolutionary idea? How would you change an unjust government?
Do Now Activity: 
Create a mind map about the topic of revolution. Basic technique: Begin in center with writing and drawing of a key concept in the center of a blank page. Write in capital letters for readability. Use multiple colors and draw images for memory. Write on arched lines to state link between ideas. Draw linkages from one area of map to another. Revise map when necessary to develop clear organization.
Procedures:
1. Students will be placed in groups of 3-4 students.
2. Groups will be assigned to research either the French Revolution or the American Revolution.

3. Students will be given a website to create a digital timeline of the important information leading to the revolutions, during the revolutions, and the aftermath of the revolutions.

4. Students should evaluate the information and choose the most important events to place on their digital timelines.

5. Events chosen by the students should reflect social, economic, and political causes of the revolutions.

6. Day 2: Have the student groups present their timelines to the class.

7. As the timelines are presented, students should fill out a compare/contrast graphic organizer.

Homework:
Students should complete a one page summary from the information presented in class and their graphic organizer comparison.
Assessment:
Students will be graded on the timeline according to the rubrics:
Cicero: http://www2.cicerohistory.com/Cicero/c/static/Rubrics/Collaboration.pdf  and http://www2.cicerohistory.com/Cicero/c/static/Rubrics/Timeline.pdf
Extension:
Students research the governmental forms following the American and French Revolutions and determine the long-lasting effects of each.
Resources:
http://www.dipity.com/   (Students must be at least 13 years old to create an account.)
American Revolution website suggestions:
http://www2.cicerohistory.com/Cicero/navigate/uc/sid83.do
http://www.pbs.org/ktca/liberty/
http://www.google.com/search?q=american+revolution&hl=en&biw=1280&bih=678&prmd=ivnsb&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ei=ljQKTvu4FM_AgQeVt-HvAQ&ved=0CEMQsAQ
http://www.theamericanrevolution.org/
http://www.historyplace.com/unitedstates/revolution/
http://revolution.h-net.msu.edu/
http://www.americanrevolution.org/home.html
http://www.kidport.com/reflib/usahistory/americanrevolution/amerrevolution.htm
http://edtech.kennesaw.edu/web/amrevol.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uZfRaWAtBVg&feature=related
French Revolution website suggestions:

http://www.google.com/search?q=french+revolution&hl=en&biw=1280&bih=678&prmd=ivnsb&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ei=XjcKToOkFovUgAfDi62TAg&sqi=2&ved=0CEkQsAQ
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/modsbook13.html
http://chnm.gmu.edu/revolution/
http://www.sparknotes.com/history/european/frenchrev/context.html
http://www.google.com/#q=french+revolution&hl=en&prmd=ivnsb&tbs=tl:1&tbo=u&ei=lTcKTreAOsqtgQfjov2nAg&sa=X&oi=timeline_result&ct=title&resnum=17&ved=0CJEBEOcCMBA&bav=on.2,or.r_gc.r_pw.&fp=f0db36aa1c9349b9&biw=1280&bih=678
http://www.fsmitha.com/h3/h33-fr.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wXsZbkt0yqo
http://www.mrdowling.com/705-frenchrevolution.html
http://library.thinkquest.org/C006257/revolution/default.shtml
http://faculty.unlv.edu/gbrown/hist462/resources/chrono.htm
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