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What Makes a Community?
Grade Level: 3rd grade
United States History
Time Required: 1.5 hours

Lesson Summary:

Students will look at the community of Philadelphia in 1787 and compare it to their community today to determine what is important to that community based on the people and buildings.
Objectives:
1. Students will be able to recognize the elements of a map. The compass, labeling of streets and buildings.
2. Students will be able to determine historical facts about the people and buildings of Philadelphia in 1787.
3. Students will determine what the important elements of the Philadelphia community based on what they learned from the map.

Key Terms:
Grid (noun):
 Something resembling a framework of crisscrossed parallel bars, as in rigidity or organizations:   “The city’s streets form a grid.”
Compass (noun):   An instrument containing a magnetized pointer that shows the direction of magnetic north and bearings from it.
Community:       a. A group of people living in the same locality and under the same government.  b. The district or locality in which such a group lives. c. A group of people having common interests: the scientific community; the international business community. d. A group viewed as forming a distinct segment of society: the gay community; the community of color.
e. Similarity or identity: a community of interests. f. sharing, participation, and fellowship  g. Society as a whole; the public

. 

Historical Background for the Teachers:
Philadelphia in 1787 was the first major city that was laid out in a grid pattern. It is the place where the Declaration of Independence was written, host of the First and Second Continental Congress. It was also the place where the founding fathers were able to come up with their ideas for the new government in the Constitutional Convention and thus where the Constitution was born. It was also our first capitol city before Washington D.C.
Anticipatory Set:
Students will look at a map of their own town. This can be done through the town’s website. They will come up with important buildings of their community and determine what makes their community unique.
Do Now Activity: 
Students will look up websites on important buildings and people of Philadelphia in 1787. Students will be able to determine what made that community important and how it affected other communities of the future.
Procedures:
1. Students will be divided in groups of 2-3 students. Teacher will hand them their important building card along with 3 post-it notes and one index card.
2. Students will begin researching their building by using the given internet resources. They must find three interesting facts about their building and will become experts for that building when presenting to the class.

3. After finding the three facts of the building, they will begin researching one of the important people that lived or visited in that area.
4. 4. When researching their person they must find out when they were born and when they died, where they were born and why they were important to their community.

5. Once the groups have completed their assignments they will put their post-it notes on the location of the 1787 (or modern day) map of Philadelphia. They will also present their information and answer any questions. Finally have the students determine where the location is relative to Walnut Street (north, south, east or west).

Homework:
Students will go home and ask their parents to think of important buildings and people that influenced their community.
Assessment:
Students will list 5 facts they learned about the buildings and people in Philadelphia they studied about. 
Extension:
Read: A Fear Of Freedom: A Tasty Tidbits from City Tavern by Walter Staib to see what important events happened in the City Tavern.
Resources:
Independence Hall
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/independence_hall
http://www.ushistory.org/tour/independence-hall.htm
City Tavern

http://www.ushistory.org/tour/city-tavern.htm
http://www.citytavern.com/history1.html
http://www.citytavern.com/history2.html
First Bank

http://www.ushistory.org/tour/first-bank.htm
http://travel.yahoo.com/p-travelguide-2739629-first_bank_of_the_united_states_philadelphia-i  Click on the “more” to find a couple of cool facts

Elfreth’s Alley

http://www.elfrethsalley.org/history
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/elfreth’s_alley
London Coffee House

http://explorepahistory.com/hmarker.php?markerId=1A-21
http://www.ushistory.org/tour/merchants-exchange.htm
Carpenter’s Hall

http://www.ushistory.org/carpentershall
http://www.ushistory.org/tour/carpenters-hall.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carpenters’_Hall
Dolly Todd House

http://www.visitphilly.com/history/philadelphia/dolley-todd-madison-house
http://www.ushistory.org/tour/todd-0house.htm
Ben Franklin’s estate

http://www.theconstitutional.com/tour.php   Click on #20 on the map

http://www.ushistory.org/tour/franklin-court.htm
Graff House

http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/graff.htm
http://www.visitphilly.com/history/philadelphia/declaration-graff-house
Famous People
Ben Franklin

http://www.ushistory.org/franklin/info/index.htm
http://www.fi.edu/franklin
George Washington

http://www.whitehouse.gov/about/presidents/georgewahington
http://millercenter.org/president/washington
John Adams

http://www.ushistory.org/declarations.signers/adams_j.htm
http://millercenter.org/president/adams
Thomas Jefferson

http://millercenter.org/president/jefferson
http://www.monticello.org/site/jefferson/brief-biography-thomas-jefferson
Paul Revere

http://www.paulreverehouse.org/bio/bio.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Revere
Alexander Hamilton

http://www/alexanderhamiltonexhibition.org/timeline/index.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/hamilton/timeline/index.html
William Penn

http://www.ushistory.org/penn/biohtm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/wiki/William_Penn
William Bradford

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Bradford_(American_Revolutionary_printer)
Dolly Todd

http://www.whitehouse.gov/about/first-ladies/dolleymadison
http://www.nwhm.org/education-resources/biography/biographies/dolly-payne-todd-madison
John Bartram

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Bartram
http://www.ushistory.org/tour/bartrams-garden.htm
http://pabook.libraries.psu.edu/palitmap/bios/Bartram_John.html
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