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“What Do You Want To Be?”
A Study of Jobs in Colonial Times
Grade Level: 3rd – 7th grades
United States History

Time Required: Five days of 40-50 minutes sessions

Lesson Summary:

There were many types of jobs during Colonial times that are very different from the types of jobs people have today.  This lesson will introduce students to a variety of Colonial occupations.  They will research the jobs. Students will also analyze primary source documents of classified ads taken from Colonial newspapers about jobs, so they can then create a classified ad for the job they researched.  
Objectives:
Students will:

1.  Research various trades that are related to Colonial life using technology, books, and primary sources.

2.  Work cooperatively with a group analyzing primary sources 

3.  Create a newspaper advertisement demonstrating the understanding of the researched trade.

4.  Present the advertisement to the class.   

Missouri Standards and GLE’s:

· SHOW-ME STANDARD – Social Studies 4:  Economic concept and principles

· GLE – United States History C-5:  Outline the discovery, exploration and early settlement of America.

· GLE – Information Literacy – 1-B Develop and apply effective research process skills to gather, analyze and evaluate information

Key Terms:

Trade:  a skilled job done by a person using his or her hands, learned through training and experience;

Occupation:  a job or profession

Goods:  things to use or sell;

Apprentice:  a person training in a trade;

Craftsman:  skilled people in a trade who make a certain type of good;

Historical Background for the Teachers:

People living in the 13 Colonies made everything for themselves. There were different categories of people with jobs.  One group was the indentured servants.  About half of the people coming to the Colonies were indentured servants.  That meant that in exchange for passage to the Colonies, they would work for someone for seven years and then would be able to live and work where they wanted.  The second group was slaves.  They worked for a master and were usually slaves for life.  If they had children, the children would also be slaves. Another group was the apprentices.  The apprentice was similar to an indentured servant.  They would sign up for a period of time to work for someone.  In exchange, they would be taught a special trade that they would be able to use after their apprenticeship was up.  Finally there were also the master craftsmen who would have indentured servants or apprentices working under them.


The Boston News-Letter was the first continuously published newspaper.  It was started in 1704.  The first newspaper advertisements appeared during its first year of publication.

Anticipatory Set:

Ask students what they want to be when they grow up.  Make a T-chart on the board.  Write the student answers on the left side.   

Do Now Activity: 

Step 1:  Show students a picture of Colonial times and have them make observations.  Ask them what is different in the picture from today and what kinds of jobs they think existed back then.    

Step 2:  Brainstorm in small groups observations from painting.  Write these answers on the right side of the T-chart.  

Step 3:  Compare using t-chart jobs of today and jobs in the Colonial time

Research Procedures for Colonial jobs:

Step 1:  Divide students into pairs.  

Step 2:  Each pair will choose a job that was from the list of Colonial jobs.

Step 3:  Students will use computers and books to research their trade and find out its importance to the Colonial community.  Information will be recorded on the Research Worksheet.

Step 4:  Once the pairs complete their research, they become the “experts” of that trade.  Students will use the research to write a paragraph or short essay describing the Colonial Job.  

Step 5:  Students will present their information as part of the culminating activity. 

Colonial Newspaper Advertisement Activity:  

Pairs must create their own advertisements about their Colonial job.  This lesson provides students with information and exposure to Colonial advertisements.

Step 1:    Ask students, “What is an advertisement?”  

Step 2:  Give each pair a different primary source of Colonial advertisements.  Students analyze the advertisement using the graphic organizer.   They will determine what type of advertisement it is:  help wanted, for sale, goods needed, etc. and what occupation it represents and whether this advertisement would be seen in today’s world.  For older students, they could be asked, “What can be learned about Colonial life by looking at these newspaper ads?”
Step 3:  Each pair displays their advertisement on the Smart Board while presenting their analysis to the class.  This allows students to have exposure to several different types of advertisements.
Assessment:

Colonial Newspaper Advertisement Culminating Activity:  

Step 1:  Partners design their own newspaper advertisement which will represent the trade that they researched.  Students choose any type of advertisement:  help wanted, for sale, goods needed, etc.  

Step 2:  Pairs must include text and an illustration in their advertisement.  Partners must complete the “Student Self-Checklist” as they work on their project.
Step 3:  Students will now present their paragraph about the Colonial job that was researched along with their newspaper ad.  Ads will be scanned so that they can be presented on the Smart Board.  Students will give the “Student Self-Checklist” to the teacher for grading purposes.
Conclusion:
Students will go to the online Wall-Wisher or use post it notes to share their answers to the lesson title…If you were living in Colonial times, what would you want to be?  
Extensions:

Spelling city www.spellingcity.com

Matching game to match picture with occupation

Tea bag newspaper advertisement
Graph and categorize information
Resources Materials:

· Research Worksheet (one per student)
· Group Check List (one per group)

· Advertisement Graphic Organizer (one per group)
· Southwest Center Trunks:  Cods and Whales and Fish Oh My! and A Day in the Life of a Colonial Child
· Computer Lab/Internet Access

· Primary Sources – Colonial newspaper ads in Philadelphia

http://www.history.org/foundation/journal/Autumn10/news/#trip
http://www.history.org/foundation/journal/Autumn10/news/#prentiss
Ben Franklin's Pennsylvania Gazette Jan. 2, 1750
http://www.earlyamerica.com/earlyamerica/past/past.html 
Multiple ads in various newspapers including Philadelphia
http://www.earlyamericanimages.com/ads1.html
· Colonial Jobs by Verna Fisher
· The Flag Maker by Susan Campbell Bartoletti

· Colonial Voices: Hear Them Speak by Kay Winters

· Links already established on my Portaportal  http://www.portaportal.com

Guest sign in: woolever

Go to “Social Studies” folder 


Go to “What do you want to be?” folder
Authors of Lesson:

Donna Chaffee and Julie Woolever
	
List of Colonial Jobs
Miller: a person who turned grains into cornmeal and flour at the mill;

Blacksmith: a person who made things out of iron such as tools, horseshoes, and cooking pots;

Cooper: a person who made or repaired wooden casks, kegs, tubs, or barrels

Cobbler: a person who made and repaired shoes;

Milliner: a person who sold fabric, mended clothing, and made hats, aprons, cloaks, and muffs;

Wigmaker: a person who made wigs out of horse, goat, yak, or human hair;

Carpenter: a person who built and repaired homes, shops, sheds, and stables;

Cabinetmaker: a person who made furniture;

Tanner: a person who turned animal skins into leather for shoes, belts, bags, and saddles;

Wheelwright: a person who makes and repairs wooden wheels;
Tailor: a person who made clothes for men and women;

Butcher: a person who cuts up and sells meat;

Fishmonger: a person who sells fish for food;

Glassblower: a person who makes glassware by blowing air through a tube of semi molten glass;

Doctor: a qualified practitioner of medicine;

Lawyer: a person who practices or studies law;

Milkmaid: a person who milks cows or does other work in a dairy;

Coachman:  a person who drives a horse drawn carriage;

Waggoner:  a person who drives a horse drawn wagon;

Sail maker: a person who makes, repairs, or alters sails;

Chandler: a person who made or sold candles;
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Newspaper Advertisement 



YES
NO








Proficient
Below 











Basic

Ad represented the group’s trade.




_____

_____

Text is worded like an advertisement.



_____

_____

Illustration is included and is neatly done
.


_____

_____

Paragraph is included with the advertisement. 


_____

_____

3 or fewer punctuation, capitalization or spelling mistakes 
_____

_____

Group Work






YES
NO

Members worked cooperatively.

 


_____

_____

Each member participated in the project.



_____

_____

Presentation






YES
NO

Each group member participated in the presentation.

_____

_____
Each group member spoke loudly and clearly.


_____

_____

The group showed the advertisement to audience.

_____

_____                       
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RESEARCH WORKSHEET
______________________________________________

(Trade or Occupation)

Directions:  Remember to paraphrase or summarize your notes.  

1.  What did this person do?

________________________________________________________________________________
2.  What type of tools were used by this person?  
________________________________________________________________________________
3.  What type of product or service was created?  

________________________________________________________________________________
4.  Is this job needed in today’s community?  

________________________________________________________________________________
5.  Why was this job important to the Colonial Community/Economy?

________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
Draw an illustration showing tools or products of your occupation.
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