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Understanding the Bill of Rights
Grade Level: 3rd grade
United States History
Time Required: 1 hour daily for 1 week
Lesson Summary:

Students will have a better understanding of the Bill of Rights and events leading up to the Revolution.  Students will form a basic background of how our government was started.  Students will gain the knowledge on the importance of patriotism and an appreciation of the basic democratic values of our national heritage.
Objectives:
· Students will identify major values in the Bill of Rights. (SS 5, CD1A)
· Student will understand the purpose of the Bill of Rights. (SS 5, CD1B)
· Students will analyze the effects of the Bill of Rights in their lives today. (SS 5, CD1C)
· Students will understand the first 10 amendments of the Constitution. (SS 5, CD1D)

Key Terms:
Congress-  a group of delegates who get together for discussion and action.

Delegate- is a person chosen by people to represent them.

Constitution- a basic plan that helps people live together in peace and happiness.  It is a plan of government.

Bill of Rights- guarantees basic freedoms.  The Bill of Rights is a guarantee of the “rights of free men against tyrants”.  The Bill of Rights is the first ten amendments to the Constitution.

Historical Background for the Teachers:

On December 15, 1791, the ratification of the first 10 amendments to the Constitution of the United States of America took place.  These amendments were incorporated into the Constitution and became known as the “Bill of Rights”.  December 15th has been celebrated as the Bill of Rights Day since 1941 when President Roosevelt proclaimed it as such noting the 150th anniversary of this ratification.  President Roosevelt encouraged all Americans to display a flag on this date as well as plan appropriate ceremonies honoring the occasion.  

The first ten amendments are as followed:

1.  Freedom of religion, speech, press, assembly, petition.

2. Right to keep and bear arms.

3. Rights regarding the quartering of soldiers.

4. Regulation of search and seizure.

5. Protection of persons and their property.

6. Rights of persons accused of crime.

7. Right of trial by jury.

8. Protection against excessive fines, bail, or punishment.

9. Guarantee of unspecified rights.

10. Powers reserved to the states and the people.

Before a good understanding of the Bill of Rights can take place, the events leading up to December 15, 1791 should be addressed.  I will start back in 1774 when the First Continental Congress met in Philadelphia to protest and petition King George III of England.  The year 1775 marked the real beginning of the Revolutionary War with the battles of Lexington and Concord.  In that same year the Second Continental Congress met in Philadelphia and named George Washington commander in chief of the American forces.  1775 was also the year that Britain declared war on America and the battle of Breed’s and Bunker Hill took place in Boston.  In 1776, the Declaration of Independence was signed.  In a letter that John Adam’s wrote to his wife, Abigail, “A resolution was passed without one dissenting Colony; these colonies ought to be free and independent states…”  John Adams played a huge role in the American Revolution because he convinced the Delegates to sign the Declaration.  After signing the Declaration of Independence it was another five years before the war between America and Britain finally ended.
In 1781 Congress adopted its first constitution, the Articles of Confederation.  After winning independence from Great Britain which was finally recognized in 1783, Americans needed to set up their own government.  The people in the 13 states remembered all too well the power that Great Britain had over them.  The Articles of Confederation was a plan of government that was approved in 1781.  This said that the new country was run by Congress but still most power remained with the states.  In 1787, the national government had little power and continued to fall apart. 
The Convention to change the nation’s government began on May 25, 1787.  The delegates elected George Washington as president of the convention.  Their meets were kept secret so they could speak freely.  James Madison, a delegate from Virginia, came to the first meeting prepared with a written plan of government which convinced the other delegates against revising the Articles of Confederation.  Instead they rewrote the Constitution based on Madison’s ideas.  From that point on the meetings in Philadelphia were a Constitutional Convention and James Madison became known as the “Father of the Constitution”.  
Purpose of the Constitution:  The Constitution is a plan of government.  A good constitution is just a basic plan that helps people live together in peace and happiness.  It provides a way for people to make everyday laws and enforcing.  Laws will need changing with the times, but a good constitution shouldn’t need much changing.  
On September 17, 1787, the Constitution was finished and ready to be signed.  There were only 3 out of the 55 delegates who did not sign it because they did not think that it was good enough.  An important symbol was the sun that was on the back of Washington’s chair.  It was a rising sun as a symbol of the rising young nation.  
The delegates had agreed that this new government would be a republic.  A republic is a type of government in which the people elect representatives to run the country.  The words of the Preamble or introduction to the Constitution told the American people that the Constitution would create a republic.  The Preamble goes as follows:

“We the People of the United States, in order to form a more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.”
In 1788 the Constitution was ratified by three quarters of the states and became law.  George Washington was elected the first president of the United States in 1789.  Because some states approved the Constitution only on the condition that a bill of rights would be added, the first task of the new Congress was to end the fears that a strong government might take away people’s rights and freedoms.  People wanted to have a bill of rights to have protection from a strong government.  

The Bill of Rights which is the first ten amendments to the Constitution lists out country’s most important rights and freedoms.  For example, the First Amendment protects our rights to religious freedom, freedom of speech, and freedom of the press. 

Anticipatory Set:
Teacher will read “The Declaration of Independence from A to Z” by Catherine L. Osornio or “The American Revolution from A to Z” by Laura Crawford.
Do Now Activity: 
1.  KWL-  On a large piece of paper make a chart with K, W, and L as the heading.  As a class you will eventually fill in the three columns of the chart.  The K stands for what the students already know about the Constitution and the Bill of Rights.  The W stands for what they want to know about the Bill of Rights.  The L stands for what the student has learned about the bill of rights.  

Procedures:
2. Teacher will explain about the Constitution and the Bill of Rights.  Use the information provided in the background section of this unit to talk about the Constitution and the Bill of Rights.  The information discovered during the KWL activity will be a foundation on which to build.  Include the vocabulary words and their definitions as listed in the previous section in the discussion.  

3.  Vocabulary Building and Class Discussion:  After talking about how amendments were added to the Constitution, the first ten being called the Bill of Rights, have the class come up with a definition of the word “amendment”.  Discuss with the class the reasons they think there would be a need to amend or change something.  Discuss how the Constitution can be changed by amendments.  Explain that the amendments need to be approved by Congress and by the people in their legislatures.   2/3 vote is needed to approve it and ¾ states must ratify it.  Over the years, over 10,000 amendments have been suggested for the Constitution but only 26 have been approved.
4.  Small Group Activity:  This is a great way to learn all ten amendments without being so overwhelmed.  

a. Divide the class into 6 groups of 4 students.  When students are in their groups explain that this will be their home group.  Assign each group a different amendment; some groups will have more than one amendment.  Students will create posters that describe each amendment.  At the end of the session, they will share each amendment with the rest of the class.  The teacher will be a resource to help with any questions and students may use the internet or other resources in the classroom.
5. Close lesson with completing the KWL charts and Bingo Activity if time allows. 

Homework:

Writing Activities:  Students pretend that it is 25 years into the future.  The government wants to change or omit an amendment from the Bill of Rights.  Have students write a letter saying which one if any should be omitted and why.  If students feel that it would be unconstitutional to take out an amendment, have them write about their feelings.
Assessment:
· Each Amendment group presentations will be assessed.  

· Student participation, in discussions and activities will be assessed.
Extension:

Writing and Art Activity:  Students can write and illustrate books about the first 10 amendments that reflect their feelings and interpretations of the Bill of Rights.  These books can be either done individually, in groups, or as a class.
Resources: 
 (Amendments for teacher background some have been modified to support kid friendly terms.)
Amendment 1

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, freedom of speech, of the press, or the right of people peaceably to assemble or to petition.

Amendment 2


The right to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed.

Amendment 3


No soldier in time of peace shall be quartered in any house without consent of the Owner.
Amendment 4

The right of the people to be against unreasonable search and seizures shall not be violated.

Amendment 5


No person shall be held to answer for a crime unless presented to a Grand Jury.
Amendment 6


In all criminal prosecutions, the accused will have to right to a speedy and public trial by a jury, may obtain witnesses in his favor and have the right to the Assistance of Counsel for his defense.

Amendment 7


In common law suits or civil suits, the right to a jury and to be tried by a jury.

Amendment 8


Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines, nor cruel and unusual punishment.

Amendment 9

Certain rights that are not listed in the Constitution shall be retained by the people.

Amendment 10


The power is reserved to the states and to the people.
Name: _______________________________________________


date:__________________________________

KWL CHART- The Bill of Rights
	K (What you Know)
	W (What you want to know)
	L (What have you learned?)

	
	
	

	
	 
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


BILL OF RIGHTS BINGO!!
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Bingo Procedures:  “How to Play”
Teacher prints off 1 card per student, you can choose to mix up numbers on the Bingo Cards and print them out if you have a lot of students.  Teacher cuts 10 amendments into strips and puts into a small bucket or hat.  Teacher draws out an amendment and reads it.  If the student has the amendment, they can put a mark on their card.  Small prizes may be awarded to the winners.
Rubric for Student Presentations
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	Non Verbal Skills:

(Eye Contact, body language, ability to work with others in group)


	Holds attention, movements help the audience visualize, relaxed, no mistakes, and works well with others in group. 
	Consistent eye contact shows some movement, some verbal mistakes, but works well with others in group.
	No eye contact, no movement, obvious recovering from mistakes, does not work well with other in group.

	Verbal Skills:

(Enthusiasm, Voice Control)
	Strong and positive, clear voice, all audience members can hear.
	Occasionally strong and positive, mostly clear in presentation.
	Shows no interest in topic, mumbles, or speaks too quietly.

	Content:

(Subject Knowledge, Organization, Mechanics)
	Full knowledge demonstrated, answers questions, presents information in sequence, no misspellings or grammatical errors.
	At ease, no elaboration, presentation has a few grammatical errors.
	Student does not have grasp of knowledge, no sequence of information, four or more grammatical and spelling errors.

	Teacher’s Overall

Grade of Presentation
	A


	B
	C

	Classmates Overall Grade for Presentation


	A
	B
	C


Other resources needed:

· Chart paper

· Copies of the Bill of Rights

· Art box

· Newspapers

· American Flag

· Bingo Board for each student and markers
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