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The Inuit (Eskimo) and the Anasazi (Pueblo)

Grade Level: 

3rd grade

United States History

Time Required: 60 minutes (This is lesson #2 out of a series of 5 lessons)	

Lesson Summary:
	
Students will become familiar with two different Native American Tribes.  They will become familiar with different stories and poems from these tribes.  The students will learn about the Ancient Civilizations of the Southwest.  They will be able to compare and contrast these tribes on a Venn Diagram.

Objectives:

1. The Student will become familiar with the Inuit and Anasazi cultures.
2. The Student will compare Inuit and Anasazi Cultures.
3. The Student will locate the area in North America where the Inuit and Anasazi lived.

SS GLE 4.4; 1.8, 1.9, 1.10, 2.1

Student explains the purpose of members of a community.


	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Inuit Tribe (Eskimo)
	
	Anasazi Tribe (Pueblo Indians)

	Fished, hunted caribou walrus, polar bears, whales, birds, and seals
	Food
	Farmed squash, corn, and beans.  Hunted deer, rabbits, and squirrels.  Gathered nuts and berries.

	Hide from animals they hunted.
	Clothing
	Hide from animals they hunted.

	Permanent homes built out of animals skins stretched across stone, animal bones or stone and dirt.  Temporary homes built out of snow and ice.
	Shelter
	Cliff Dwellings made of clay and built on the side of the mountain.  Homes called pithouses built on top of a mesa, built partially below the ground with walls supported by wood poles and made of clay.

	Harsh climate, area difficult to farm.
	Commonalities
	Harsh climate, area difficult to farm.

	



Key Terms:

Inuit-  A tribe found in Alaska, lived in homes built out of snow and ice, hunted animals, fish, and birds.

Pueblo- A tribe found in the Southwest of the United States.  This tribe lived in cliff dwellings made of clay built on the side of the mountain.  They hunted animals, gathered nuts and berries, and farmed squash, corn, and beans.

Anasazi-  A basket Maker-Pueblo culture of the plateau region of northern Arizona and New Mexico,  Southern Utah and Colorado, dating probably from a.d. 100 to 1300. 

Culture-  The quality in a person or society that arises from a concern for what is regarded as excellent in arts, letters, manners, scholarly pursuits, etc.




Historical Background for the Teachers:

The Inuit are one of the earliest groups of people to settle in North America.  They settled in the northern part of North America in an area that is known today as Alaska.  The environment is a very difficult one in which to live.  It is winter for 10 months of the year.

Although many people used to and still do call the Inuit “Eskimos”, these people refer to themselves as Inuit, which means “the people”.  The word “Eskimo” means “eater of raw meat” and although out of necessity, the Inuit did sometimes eat raw meat, they also cooked the meat that they ate.  When the Eskimo hunted in the winter and had to travel, they built homes out of ice and snow blocks.  They lived in homes made out of animal skins stretched across animal bones for support.  

The Eskimos that lived by the water fished and hunted whales, seal, and walrus.  Those that lived inland hunted caribou and musk ox.  The animal they hunted were not killed as a food source only but also to make clothes, tools, artwork, and cooking oil.

Another group of early peoples is the Anasazi or the Pueblo Indians.  This group settled in the southwestern United States in the four corners area of Colorado, Arizona, New Mexico, and Utah.  This somewhat mountainous area is hot and dry by day and cold at night.  Pueblos built their homes on mesas and cliffs in the mountains.  Their homes were multistory apartments made out of stones.

Even though there is little rainfall in the area where they lived, the Anasazi were able to farm corn, squash, and beans.  Although the Anasazi supported themselves by farming, they also hunted animals like rabbits, deer, and elk.  The meat of the animals was eaten and the hides were used for clothing.  The Anasazi also wove baskets andmade clay pottery, which had detailed designs.




Anticipatory Set:

Teacher may read any of the following literature to the students:
Cohlene, Terri. Ka-ha-si and the Loon: An Eskimo Legend. Vero Beach, FL: Rourke Corp., 1990. 
Lyon, George Ella. Dreamplace. New York: Orchard Books, 1993. 
Teri, Sloat. The Eye of the Needle. New York: Dutton, 1990. 
*Van Laan, Nancy. In a Circle Long Ago: A Treasury of Native Lore From North America. New York: Knopf, 1995. 

A wonderful collection of poems and stories from North American Native American tribes. 
* Warren, Scott. Cities in the Sand: The Ancient Civilizations of the Southwest. San Francisco: Chronicle, 1992. 
Teacher may also use the website www.mesaverde.com
This site tells the history and shows pictures of the Anasazi ruins that were found in Mesa Verde, Colorado.

Do Now Activity: 

KWL Chart: What do you know about these tribes?  What do you want to know about these tribes?  What have you learned about these tribes (This part will be completed after the lesson for homework)?
		

KWL CHART- Inuit and the Anasazi

	K (What you Know)
	W (What you want to know)
	L (What have you learned?)

	


	


	


	


	
 
	


	


	

	


	


	

	





Procedures:

Review with the students that the first people to come to North America crossed a land bridge that connected Asia to North America.  Using a globe, have a student point out the area where the land bridge once was.  Explain that some of the early people remained in the northern part of the continent and the others moved to the south.  Remind the students that in their last lesson they learned the names of two of the groups of early people that settled in different areas of what is today the United States.  Tell the class that the Inuit lived in the northern part of the United States and that Anasazi lived in the southwestern part of the United States.  Explain to the students that descendants or relatives of both of these groups still live in the United States.

Ask:  Can someone point to the area where the first people came when they crossed the land bridge into North America?  What state is located there now?

Ask:  What are some facts that you know about Alaska?  Students should respond about the cooler temperatures; seals and polar bears live there; Eskimos live there.  Tell the students that this is where the Eskimos lived and how their descendents still continue to live there today.  Explain that they are know by many people as “Eskimos” but call themselves “Inuit” which means “the people”.  

Tell the students that the Anasazi settled in a place that was very different from where the Inuit live.  Have a student come up to the U.S. map and find the states of New Mexico, Arizona, Colorado and Utah.  Explain that this is the Southwestern part of the United States where the Anasazi lived.
Ask:  What do we know about this southern area of the United States?  Student responses should include hot weather, deserts.  Explain that because the places that they lived were very different, the way each group lived was very different.

Explain to the students that history is full of the problems people encountered and the solutions they created or discovered to solve their problems.   One example of this is the way people adapt to their environment to meet their basic needs.  Tell the students that although the Inuit and Anasazi lived in different parts of the country, they had a similar problem.  There area of the country in which they both lived was difficult areas to farm because of harsh climates.
		
Homework:

Students will complete the “What I have learned” part of their KWL chart.











Assessment:

Students will complete a Venn diagram for assessment of this lesson.  Students will write the problems that the two groups shared (Harsh climate and difficult land to farm).  The student will then illustrate the ways that each group adapted to their environment and therefore solved the problem of meeting their basic needs.  Students should include how they provided clothing, food, and shelter for themselves and their families.  Examples of solutions may also be included on the Binary Padeia. 





 (
Inuit
) (
Anasazi
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Venn Diagram Rubric

Objects being compared in the Venn Diagram

_________________ and ___________________

	
	
Strong (2points)
	
Progressing (1point)
	
Not Enough Evidence (0 points)

	
Text support of comparison statements
	
All statements are supported by the text.
	
Most statements are supported by the text.
	
Few or none of the statements are supported by the text.

	
Placement of statements within the Venn Diagram
	
All statements noting similarities are placed in the center circle and all statements that note differences are place in the correct outer circle.
	
Most statements are placed in the correct circle but student mixed up 2 or more statements.
	
Few statements are placed in the correct circle.

	
Number of quality statements
	
Student is able to make five or more comparison statements in each circle.
	
Student is able to make 3-4 comparison statements in each circle.
	
Student makes two or fewer comparison statements in each circle.

	
Illustration 
	
Illustration is detailed and shows at least 3 solutions that the tribes are using to support themselves.
	
Illustration is somewhat detailed, shows 2 solutions to problems.
	
Illustration lacks details, shows 1 or less solution of the Inuit and Anasazi tribes.





Extension:

Students who finish early may visit the website http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/USA_Geography/USA_G0_double2.html 
This website contains trivia over different parts of the United States.

Resources:

Globe, Map of the United States, KWL Chart, Venn Diagram, internet access



Author of Lesson:

Shawn Ragan
3rd grade
Southwest R-5 Schools
Washburn, MO
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