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“Teaching About the Signers”
Grade Level: 5th
United States History
Time Required: 3-5 Days (50 minute classes)

Lesson Summary:

The students will research the signers of the Declaration of Independence and use the information to create “Signers of the Declaration of Independence” trading cards to share with the class.
Objectives:

The students will be able to:
1. Use secondary resources to locate information on given signer

2. Write a brief description of their given signer
3. List their five favorite signers and why

	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
British Empire
	Time Period
American Revolution
	Society
American Patriots

	King in Parliament
	Politeia/Regime
	State Assemblies/ Continental Congress

	Aristocrats
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	White, Male Landowners

	Glorious Revolution
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	Republicanism

	Loyalty
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	Liberty

	


Key Terms:
Declaration of Independence- 
noun

Thomas Jefferson wrote this statement announcing the 



American colonies’ statement of separation from Great 



Britain. The Second Continental Congress approved it in 



1776.
Signer-
 noun


A person who writes his or her name, as in gesture of agreement.
Biography- 
noun


A written account of another person's life.
Historical Background for the Teachers:
American colonists were debating their loyalty to the British King for the first half of 1776. Some patriotic Americans wanted to remain a British colony. On the other side other members of the Continental Congress wanted independence from Britain. All of the delegates heard convincing arguments from many influential leaders. Some leaders used Christian tradition to justify a rebellion, some used Enlightenment. The colonists believed that the king had persistently refused to be logical. All the colonists were asking for was to be treated the same as the people in Britain and to be allowed the same political rights. King George III broke a social contract, and to the colonists this justified rebellion. 
Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, Ben Franklin, Roger Sherman, and Robert Livingston formed a committee that was responsible for the production of the Declaration of Independence. In July 1776 the Second Continental Congress met and issued the Declaration. The Declaration appealed directly to God for justification. The American Patriots could no longer plea to English law, so the Declaration reflected these ideas in its persuasive argument for natural rights and natural law. This document argues that the purpose of government is to protect the rights of the people. If the government fails to protect the rights of the people, which the writers claim was true of the British government, then the people have the right to do away with the government and to establish a new one. This is precisely what the American colonists were doing. All of the signers agreed.
The Declaration of Independence included a long list of George III’s abuses. The document ended by breaking the binds between the colonies and Britain. As the Declaration stated the colonies, “are absolved from all allegiance to the British crown.” 
Anticipatory Set:
The teacher will ask students to think back to the beginning of the year and when they signed their 5th Grade Expectations Agreement. Did the students agree with the expectations? Did they think it was important? How would things be different in the classroom without it? After the students respond to these questions the teacher will tie them back to the signing of the Declaration of Independence and how important that moment in history was. 
Do Now Activity: 
The students will write the definitions of the key terms and use them in a sentence.
Procedures:
I. Day One of Lesson Procedure
a. Review and discuss key terms with students.

b. Introduce the signers of the Declaration of Independence.

c. Discuss resource options:

i. Read different biographies
ii. Web based search from favorites

iii. Social Studies’ book

d. Hand out trading card template.

e. Assign each student one signer of the Declaration of Independence. (So that a full set of “Signers of the Declaration of Independence” trading cards will be created.)
II. Days Two through Four of Lesson Procedure

a.   The students will have time to research and work on their projects. 

b.   On day four the students will wrap up their projects. If the students are not finished they will  

      need to complete their project for homework.

III. Day Five of Lesson Procedure
a.    Students will present completed projects and take notes on the Signers Worksheet.
Homework:
On project work days the students will need to work on their projects at home.
Assessment:
I. The teacher will complete the rubric for each student’s project.
II. The students will be able to list their five favorite signers and why.

Extension:
Continue studying U.S. History after the Declaration of Independence.
Resources:
Trading Card Template (attached)
Signers Worksheet (attached)

Trading Card Rubric (attached)

Author of Lesson:
Clarissa Noel
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Trading Card Project

Teacher Name: Miss Noel 


Student Name: ________________________________________ 




	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Spelling & Proofreading 
	No spelling errors remain after one person other than the typist reads and corrects the card. 
	No more than 1 spelling error remains after one person other than the typist reads and corrects the card. 
	No more than 3 spelling errors remain after one person other than the typist reads and corrects the card. 
	Several spelling errors in the card. 

	Content - Accuracy 
	All facts on the card are accurate. 
	99-90% of the facts on the card are accurate. 
	89-80% of the facts on the card are accurate. 
	Fewer than 80% of the facts on the card are accurate. 

	Attractiveness & Organization 
	The card has exceptionally attractive formatting and well-organized information. 
	The card has attractive formatting and well-organized information. 
	The card has well-organized information. 
	The card\'s formatting and organization of material are confusing to the reader. 

	Knowledge Gained 
	Student can accurately answer all questions related to facts on the card. 
	Student can accurately answer most questions related to facts on the card. 
	Student can accurately answer some questions related to facts on the card. 
	Student appear to have little knowledge about the facts on the card. 


Total Points:________/16

Teaching About the Signers Notes

Adams, John- 

Adams, Samuel-

Bartlett, Josiah-

Braxton, Carter-

Carroll of Carrollton, Charles-

Chase, Samuel-

Clark, Abraham-

Clymer, George-

Ellery, William-

Floyd, William-

Franklin, Benjamin-

Gerry, Elbridge-

Gwinnett, Button-

Hall, Lyman-

Hancock, John-
Harrison, Benjamin-

Hart, John-

Hewes, Joseph-

Heyward Jr., Thomas-

Hooper, William-

Hopkins, Stephen-

Hopkinson, Francis-

Huntington, Samuel-

Jefferson, Thomas-

Lee, Francis Lightfoot-

Lee, Richard Henry-

Lewis, Francis-

Livingston, Philip-

Lynch Jr., Thomas-
McKean, Thomas-

Middleton, Arthur-
Morris, Lewis-
Morris, Robert-

Morton, John-

Nelson Jr., Thomas-

Paca, William-

Paine, Robert Treat-

Penn, John-

Read, George-

Rodney, Caesar-

Ross, George-

Rush, Benjamin-

Rutledge, Edward-

Sherman, Roger-

Smith, James-
Stockton, Richard-

Stone, Thomas-
Taylor, George-

Thornton, Matthew-

Walton, George-

Whipple, William-

Williams, William-

Wilson, James-

Witherspoon, John-

Wolcott, Oliver-

Wythe, George-

Date of Birth:








Place of Birth:








Family:














Where He Stood:
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