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Road to the Revolution
Grade Level: 3rd Grade
United States History
Time Required: Six 30 minute sessions or 180 minutes

Lesson Summary:

This unit of lessons will introduce students to the reasons for the “birth” of the U.S.A.. Students will explore the grievances of the colonists, the Sons of Liberty, and important people during the American Revolution. Students will also create trading cards of important men and women of the revolution.
Objectives:

The student should be able to:
1.  understand the grievances of the American colonists

2. demonstrate a knowledge of the Sons of Liberty

3. understand what “taxation without representation” means

4. create trading cards of people important to the revolution

	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
	Time Period
	Society

	
	Politeia/Regime
	

	
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	

	
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	

	
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	

	


Key Terms:
revolution

independence

taxation
representation

Sons of Liberty

colonists

British

grievances


loyalists

Historical Background for the Teachers:

King George III didn’t think the colonists were capable of ruling themselves.  But, one problem was that none of the English leaders had been to America.


The colonists were now Americans.  They weren’t going to let anyone tell them how to run their country.


King George and his leaders wanted to teach the colonists a lesson.  So they levied taxes, they wouldn’t listen to colonists complaints, and they sent soldiers to America.  The soldiers had to be housed and fed by the Americans.


The Americans were angered and they fought.  This became the beginning of the American Revolution.


It was the Stamp Act that angered most Americans.  The colonists were supposed to buy a British stamp for every piece of printed paper they used.  The colonists wouldn’t do it.


Now the colonists were thinking seriously about breaking away, about breaking free.  

Anticipatory Set:
Students will be given 25 – 40 M & M’s in a Ziploc bag.  Tell students that they cannot eat them.  Then announce that taxes will be implemented starting today.  Charge any student wearing red 5 M & M’s, blue 10 M & M’s, and if they don’t acknowledge me as Queen they will be charged 15 M & M’s.
Do Now Activity: 
Students will watch the Schoolhouse Rock video (www.pbs.org) about the Revolutionary War.
Procedures:
Day 1 Procedures:
1.  Teacher will read pp. 50 – 55 of A History of US by Joy Hakim.

2. Ask students how they felt about having to pay a tax because of wearing a certain color.

3. Connect the feelings of the students with how the colonists felt about having to pay unfair taxes.

4. Brainstorm ways students could make their grievances known.

Day 2 Procedures:

1.  Students will create an invitation to a Sons of Liberty meeting.  The invitation will be written on brown paper and will have a wax seal.

2. Teacher explains that the Sons of Liberty met under an old elm tree that Samuel Adams called the Liberty Tree.  The Sons of Liberty, and other groups, were prominent citizens who wrote back and forth between colonies and helped each other with problems.

3. Students will get in groups to formulate a plan to help their cause.  They may use the ideas listed in the brainstorming session on Day 1.

Day 3 Procedures:

1.  Teacher will read from the book America:  The Making of a Nation.

Pages:  *Birth of a Nation


*Let Freedom’s Bell Ring


*The Making of America

2.  Brainstorm a list of important people that have been mentioned. (Ex.:  George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, Samuel Adams, Thomas Jefferson, etc.)

3.  Assign names to groups of 2 – 3 students about which students will research and create trading cards.

Day 4 Procedures:


Students will go to the computer lab to conduct research on assigned name.

Day 5 Procedures:


Students will create trading cards.

Day 6 Procedures:


Students will share the cards they created.

Homework:
Students will complete “The Road to the Revolutionary War” questionnaire.
Assessment:
Teacher will evaluate the students’ comprehension of the purpose of the American Revolution by assessing their performance using the rubric below.
Road to the Revolution Rubric

	
	0 pts.
	2 pts.
	4 pts.
	6 pts.
	8 pts.
	10pts.

	Work Stations
	No Attempt
	1 – 2 correct matches
	3 – 4 correct

matches
	5 – 6 correct

matches
	7 – 8 correct

matches
	9 correct

matches

	Trading Cards
	No Attempt
	Little Info.

0 – 1 fact
	2 Facts

Included
	Name, Birth

3 Facts
	Name, Birth

Picture, 4 Facts
	Name, Birth

Picture, 5 Facts

	Questionnaire
	No Attempt
	1 Question Correct
	2 Questions

Correct
	3 Questions

Correct
	4 Questions

Correct
	5 Questions

Correct


Extension:
Students will complete a work station that will contain a matching activity of the vocabulary that was introduced in the unit.
Resources:
*Schoolhouse Rock video (www.pbs.org) 
*A History of US by Joy Hakim

*America the Making of a Nation
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