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Pocahontas
Grade Level: 3rd Grade
Time Required: 1- 45-minute session and 1- hour and a half session

Lesson Summary:

Third graders will learn about Pocahontas and how she helped the settlers. There are many myths established with the story of Pocahontas.  Students will interview family members on the previous night of the lesson to acquire information about Pocahontas. Students will then come back and share what they learned from their family members.  The teacher will then dress up and play the part of Pocahontas to tell the factual story of her relationship with the settlers.  After students have heard the factual story, the class will compare the factual story with the stories they heard from the previous night’s homework.  Lastly, the students will watch the Disney® version of Pocahontas’ story.  Students will then be led in a discussion to identify the differences between the stories.  After the lesson, the students will write a diary entry from the perspective of Pocahontas.  They will have to share 3 historically accurate facts in the diary entry.
Objectives:
Students will be able to 

1. explain the life of Pocahontas and how she influenced history
2. distinguish facts from myths established in the modernized story of Pocahontas
Key Terms:
          Translate   
v. to change from one language or set of symbols into another
          Colonizing  
v. to establish a colony or settle in a colony 
          Settlement   
n. the act of settling : the condition of being settled
          Territory   
n. an assigned area that is occupied by a group 
          Rituals  
n. an established form for a ceremony
          Spare   
v. to keep from being punished or harmed
          Trinkets   
n. a small thing of little value
          Settler   

n. a person who settles in a new region
Historical Background for the Teachers:

Pocahontas is a very important historical figure in the early American colonies.  There are many different stories of Pocahontas, some which are considered more historically accurate than others.  There seems to be no two stories that are exactly alike, but historians seem to have strong beliefs of Pocahontas’ “true” story based off writings found from John Smith and John Rolfe.  This is what many historians believe to be true about Pocahontas. 

Pocahontas was the daughter of a powerful Native American chief known as Powhatan.  Powhatan was the ruler of a village which is now known as Virginia.  Pocahontas was a nickname which could be closely translated as meaning “playful” or “hard to control”.  Her real name was Matoaka. 

Around 1607, Englishman John Smith and other settlers invaded the Powhatan land. Smith’s life was in much danger from the Powhatan tribe because they wanted to sacrifice him so that he could become a member of the tribe and other English settlers could be integrated into the Powhatan village.  During this ceremony, Pocahontas was given the power to decide if John Smith were to be killed or was going to be saved and allowed to become a member of the tribe.  Pocahontas intervened and saved Smiths life.  After this, Smith and Pocahontas formed a relationship as friends to one another.  Some stories indicate Smith and Pocahontas had a loving relationship, but through Smiths writings it seems as though they were only friends. At the time of this incident, Pocahontas was thought to have been between 10 and 12 years old and Smith was thought to be in his mid to late 20’s. Smith did not retell the incident until 17 years after it happened.


Between 1612 and 1613 the English colonist captured Pocahontas and held her captive for over a year. While captive, Pocahontas was converted to Christianity and took on the name Rebecca. In 1614, she married an English colonist named John Rolfe.  About 2 years later, Pocahontas was taken to England where the Virginia Company used her as a propaganda technique to promote the peace and cooperation of the American colonies. In March of 1617, Rolfe, his wife (Pocahontas), and his son set sail to head back to Virginia.  Pocahontas became ill with a disease and never made it back to Virginia.  She died at the age of 21.  
Anticipatory Set:
The teacher will show a picture of Pocahontas based off the Walt Disney® movies and a historically accurate picture of Pocahontas.  Next the teacher will ask a student volunteer to tell the class which picture is Pocahontas.  Take a quick vote to see how many students think the Disney® picture is the real Pocahontas.  Tell the students to keep these two pictures in mind and explain that by the end of the lesson they will know who is pictured in both photographs.
Do Now Activity: 
After students have asked parents questions about Pocahontas, the class will create a KWL chart to fill out as they learn about Pocahontas.  Students will have their own individual copy along with the class copy posted on the board.  
Procedures:
I. Previous Nights Homework
a. The teacher will distribute parent letters explaining that we will be learning about Pocahontas.  

i. The parent letter will include suggested questions and answers to discuss with their children before returning to school the next day.
II. Day of the lesson Procedure

a. The teacher will begin the day’s lesson by starting a discussion in response to the letter that was sent home for homework. 
i. As the students begin to share their responses on what they found out about Pocahontas, the teacher should begin recording these responses on a KWL chart. 

1. The teacher should create a class KWL chart on the board, and pass out the KWL sheet for the students to complete their own individual copy.

2. Record several responses on the KWL chart under “What we know”.  At this point, it will not matter if the information is accurate or not. 

ii. The teacher will explain to the class that they will have the opportunity of meeting Pocahontas today.

1. Explain to the class that Pocahontas will be coming to visit and will tell us all about her life. 

iii. Next, the teacher will explain that before Pocahontas arrives, the class needs to come up with some things they want to learn about Pocahontas.

1. Return to the KWL chart and record what the students want to know about Pocahontas under the “what we want to know” section of the KWL chart. 

iv. The teacher will then begin to play the role of Pocahontas.

1. The teacher will need to remind the students that he/she is no longer the teacher.  Explain to the students that the teacher will be playing the role of Pocahontas, therefore if a student has a question he/she will have to address Pocahontas. 

2. Let the students know that once Pocahontas is done speaking, they may look at their KWL chart and see if they found any information about things they wanted to know about Pocahontas.  If there are unanswered questions, they may raise their hands and allow Pocahontas to call on them.

3. The teacher will then begin reading from the Pocahontas monologue.  

4. Once the teacher has read through the monologue the students may ask Pocahontas questions about things they wanted to know, but had not yet found out.  

5. The teacher will answer these questions as if he/she is still Pocahontas.  
6. As Pocahontas answers these questions, the students should begin to record information under the “what we learned” section of their KWL.

7. For more answers to list on the KWL chart, have student complete a quick think, pair, share  activity.  Ask students to think about one thing they learned that Pocahontas told them. Next have them find a close buddy and share their fact.  Call on partners to contribute at least one of their facts for the KWL chart. 

v. Next, the teacher should give the students a few minutes to complete their KWL charts.  After the students have completed their charts, the teacher will collect the papers. 

vi. Once the students’ KWL papers are collected, the teacher will then complete “what we learned” section of the class KWL chart on the board to ensure the students have a strong understanding of why Pocahontas is a famous historical figure. 
III. Day 2 of the Lesson Procedure

i. The teacher will then have the students review the previous day’s activities by looking at the “what we know” section of the class KWL chart and compare it to the “what we learned” section.  Have the students try to find facts from the “what we know” sections that may not be historically accurate.

1. The teacher will then explain to the class that there are many different stories of Pocahontas (some which are historically accurate, and other that are not accurate).  

2. The teacher should then explain that when Pocahontas visited she was giving us her real story. 

3. Next the teacher will explain that the class will be watching the Disney® movie “Pocahontas”.  In this movie there are many facts that are not historically accurate.  

4. While the students are watching the movie, they should be looking for the facts that may not be historically accurate. 

5. The teacher will then play the movie for students. 

ii. After the movie is over, the teacher should lead a class discussion in the differences between the real Pocahontas story and the Disney® Pocahontas story. 

1. During the discussion, the teacher will refer back to the KWL chart.  
2. The teacher will look at the “what we know” section and analyze whether the facts are true or fictional.  Use the movie and the monologue as a reference to get the students thinking.  Ex. When Pocahontas was in our classroom, she stated that she was only 10 years old, but in the movie she was a young adult.
3. If the facts listed are true, highlight them in yellow.  If the facts are fictional, highlight them in pink.  This will allow the students to easily see which facts they listed are true, and which ones are not.

iii. Lastly, the teacher will review the KWL by noting which facts are historically accurate. 
iv. The teacher should explain that many people are only familiar with the Disney® story of Pocahontas, but now they know the accurate story and can return home and share it with their families. 
Homework:
The teacher should return the students individual KWL charts. The charts should be graded with comments to assist the students.  The students will then write a diary entry from the perspective of Pocahontas. Students must share at least3 historically accurate facts about Pocahontas.  
Assessment:
The teacher will assess individual KWL charts and diary entries. 
Extension:
The teacher should extend the lesson by teaching the students about the Powhatan Indian tribe and their way of life. The teacher can also extend this lesson by teaching the students about John Smith. 

Resources:
“Pocahontas”  Disney® Movie
Website - http://pocahontas.morenus.org/
Website - http://www.powhatan.org/pocc.html
Jamestown website - http://www.preservationvirginia.org/rediscovery/page.php?page_id=26
Book - The Double Life of Pocahontas by Fritz and Rojanovsky
Book - Pocahontas by Joseph Bruchac
Author of Lesson:
Megan Campbell
Dear Parents/Guardians, 

Tomorrow in class we will be learning about Pocahontas.  Please discuss and help your student answer these questions.  This will help your student come to school tomorrow with some prior knowledge before we start looking further into Pocahontas’s life.  Thank you for your help!
· Who was Pocahontas?___________________________________________

· How did Pocahontas help the English settlers? _______________________

· Who are some other historically famous people who are associated with 

Pocahontas? __________________________________________________
                                  Pocahontas Monologue
My name is Matoaka. Most people know me as Pocahontas.  I got this nickname because Pocahontas translates as “little wanton”, meaning I am playful and hard to control. I am mostly known for saving John Smith’s life.  John Smith was an Englishman who was known for colonizing the first English settlement, now known as Virginia.  When I was about 10 years old, I met John Smith along with some other English settlers who came into our territory.  My father, Chief Powhatan, was leading one of our normal rituals. In this ritual, my father had decided to spare John Smith’s life so the other settlers could be welcomed into our tribe. Smith and I had become good friends from the time he arrived in our territory.  I felt the need to step in and tell my father not to spare his life.  
After saving Smith’s life, I often visited the English colony of Jamestown.  I delivered many messages from my father, and I also brought the colonists food and fur to trade for hatchets and trinkets. As time passed, the colonists began causing problems for my tribe and family.  
In 1613, the English captured me and would not let me go.  I was forced into their way of life and it became normal to me. I was no longer known as Pocahontas.  My new name became Rebecca. A year later, I married a colonist named John Rolfe. Later we had a son and named him Thomas.
John, Thomas, and I returned to England to encourage people to come to Jamestown. In 1617, I became sick at the age of 21 and died.  I never made it back to my home land. 
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Pocahontas Diary Entry Rubric

	Points

	3
	2
	1

	Perspective


	The diary entry is from the perspective of Pocahontas
	The diary entry is mostly from the perspective of Pocahontas with only 1 or 2 mistakes
	The diary entry is not from the perspective of Pocahontas

	Historically Accurate Facts

	3 or more historically accurate facts
	2 historically accurate facts
	1 or less historically accurate facts

	Grammar/ Spelling

	complete sentences with most words spelled correctly
	mostly uses complete sentences with only few words misspelled
	Most sentences are not complete and many words are misspelled

	Required Length

	5 or more sentences
	3-4 sentences
	2 or less sentences









                                                     Total : __________/ 12
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          What I “KNOW”



What I “WANT” to know



What I “LEARNED”
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