Spanish Explorers Unit
Lesson 1: Intro to Spanish Explores in North America
Grade Level:  5
Time Required:  2, 45 minute periods
Lesson Summary:  Students will develop zig-saw cards after being given information and/or at the end of a unit on Spanish explorers.  They will use the cards in a zig saw game with other students in the class to gain knowledge in this unit before assessment.
Objectives:
1. Identify and describe the Spanish explorers in North America after being introduced to a variety of explorers
2. Identify and label the routes and areas of at least three explorers on a map of North and/or South America.
Grade Level Expectations:
		Knowledge of continuity and change in the history of Missouri and the United States (SS.5.3a.C; DOK 2).
		Knowledge of the use of tools of Social Studies inquiry (SS5.7B.b; DOK 2)
Key Terms:
	Explorers	   n.	people who travel to unknown places to discover new things
	Conquistadors	   n.	Spanish conquerors/explorers that sailed to the Americas to 
				obtain gold, silver and other treasures.
	Navigation	  v.	The process of plotting or directing the course of a vessel.
	New World	  n.	The term used by early explorers for the Americas
	Old World	  n.	The term used by early explorers for the eastern hemisphere 
				(Europe, Asia, and Africa).
	Expedition	  v.	The act of going on a voyage to a new or unexplored area.
Historical Background for Teacher:
	During the fifteenth through the seventeenth centuries began the First Age of Exploration.  European governments were trying to find another way to get to the East Indies due to the route overland being to dangerous to travel.  After the discovery of the New World, the imperial nations raced to get the newly discovered wealth from this new land.  What they gained was the acquisition of gold, silver, precious stones and other natural resources that were discovered.  
Anticipatory Set:
	Brainstorm what it would be like if they didn’t have the following items:  potatoes, tomatoes, corn, bananas, tea, chocolate, pineapple, beans, and all the spices that we now have.
Do Now: 
	Students will create zig-saw game pieces using information on Spanish explorers.
Procedures:
I. Day of Lesson
a.  Introduce vocabulary of lesson
b. Hand out fact sheets on explorers
(http://www.ericir.syr.edu/Virtual/Lessons/crossroads/sec4/Unit_2/index.html)  and http://www.americaninstituteforhistory.org/teaching-historyproducts/cicero.php   read and discuss information provided.
c. Students will prepare cards with explorer’s name on one card and the general facts about the explorer on another for an activity called zig saw.  In this activity the students will be given a card which will either have the name of the explorer on it or the information about an explorer.  They are to find the other student that has the matching information to their card.  
Homework:
	Students will develop a matching activity that will have at least four explorers with 3 facts each to match to the explorer.  Students will exchange with another student during the next class period to complete and turn in for review of lesson.
Assessment:
  The students will be assessed on the development and accuracy of information with the correct answers from their work. They will also be assessed on the other students matching activity that they filled out on the second day.
Extention:  
	Students may group with more than two other students to do the zig saw activity.  


Resources:
Student text book
http://www.ericir.syr.edu/Virtual/Lessons/crossroads/sec4/Unit_2/index.html
http://www.americaninstituteforhistory.org/teaching-historyproducts/cicero.php
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