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What Would We Do Without You ?
Famous Missourians and Midwesterners

Grade Level: Grades – 4th
United States History

Time Required: Two weeks – 45 minute lessons per day	

Lesson Summary:
	The general topic and content focus will be for students to utilize technology and research skills while discovering famous individuals from the Midwest who have contributed historically and made significant impact to their community, state, or national heritage. Students will also be studying the geographical Midwest region and learning about what constitutes the Midwest and the Midwesterner. 

Objectives:
	The learner will utilize technology to research famous people from the Midwest.
	The learner will discover the impact that individuals from the Midwest have made in a historical    
	context.
	The learner will create a display board representing a chosen individual and that person’s impact
	on society.  
	The learner will develop two visual aids to complement the display board’s theme about the famous 
	Midwesterner.

Standards:  MH.3a.B.a. – The student will identify and describe the significance of the individuals from Missouri who have made contributions to our state and national heritage.  Expanded to include other Midwestern states. 
MH.3a.G. Knowledge of contributions of non-Missourians
EG.5.C Understanding the concept of place
TS.7.A (1).a. Identify, select and use visual, graphic, and auditory aids
TS.7.A (2)a. Use and evaluate3 primary and secondary sources
TS.7.A (3).a. Identify and use library and media resources
TS.7.B. Knowledge to create and use various social studies graphics and maps


	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
	Time Period
	Society

	
	Politeia/Regime
	

	
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	

	
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is	
	

	
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	

	




Key Terms: 

Midwest – Noun - Geographic region including the following states – Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota, Wisconsin. 
Contribution – Noun- Part, share, any one of an individual effort in a common endeavor.
Significance – Noun – Importance, consequence, moment.
Impact – verb – to have an effect, usually with on.




Historical Background for the Teachers:

The students will have been studying history and the geography of the United States. The previous lessons will be over learning the geographic location of the Midwest region.  The previous night’s homework will be the attached worksheets that require the student to interpret what states make up the Midwest 
Region.  This lesson is for the students to learn about famous Missourians and other Midwesterners and the impact that certain individuals have made in history and the significance that this impact has on individuals, communities, and society today.  Students will begin to develop an understanding of the inner relations and connections of the past, present, and future and how history plays a role in their lives today. 

Below is an incomplete list of famous Midwesterners in the event that students overlook some of the significant ones during brainstorming.

· Anderson, Sparky - Basketball manager 
· Armstrong, Neil- First man on the moon 
· Brokah, Tom- TV Journalist 
· Carson, Johnny- TV host 
· Custer, George- General 
· Dean, James- Actor 
· Disney, Walt-Film producer 
· Edison, Thomas- Inventor 
· Ford, Gerald- President of the United States 
· Ford, Henry- Motor car inventor 
· Frawly, William- Actor 
· Garfield, James- President of the United States 
· Grant, Ulysses- Union Army General, President of the United States 
· Harding, Warren-  President of the United States 
· Harrison, Benjamin- President of the United States 
· Hayes, Rutherford- President of the United States 
· Hoover, Herbert- President of the United States 
· Horse, Crazy- Indian chief 
· Letterman, David- TV host 
· Madonna- Singer 
· Newhart, Bob- Actor 
· Reagan, Ronald- President of the United States 
· Ernest Hemingway
· Harry S. Truman
· Mark Twain
· Lewis and Clark
· George Washington Carver
· Laura Ingalls Wilder

Anticipatory Set:

Students will brainstorm famous individuals and contributors to society by using the internet to locate those individuals who are from the Midwest.  Students will do this in pairs.  Each student group will be asked to name three famous individuals and the Midwestern state that the individual is from.  The list will be compiled into a complete list on the  white board.  Students will choose who they would like to study as a result of the “Do Now” activity.  
		
Do Now Activity: 

Matching:

In pairs, the students will be given a list of famous Midwesterners and a list of significant contributions and activities.  The students are to try and match the person with the contribution.  The pair of students with the most correct answers will be allowed to choose the famous Midwesterner that they want to study first.  	

Procedures:

Each pair of students will need to have a poster board or display board.  It is easier if the teacher purchases these and the students each bring half of the money for one board or poster. The display board or poster is to be student created in class.  All of the information and research will be conducted in the library and the computer lab so these times will have to be scheduled in advance.  The visual aids (2) that each pair of students is required to have are done as homework.  Since each pair of students has to have two visual aids, each student will be required to create one to accompany the project. 
The students will be asked to answer the five basic “W” questions….Who, what, where, when, why and then convey the “so what” of the display.  In other words, what is the big deal, the significance of this person.  Students will be asked to think in reverse as well and answer the question, “what if this person had not ever lived?”  This reverse type of thinking helps the students to determine the impact and significance of the individual’s contribution(s).
The finished product is basically a research paper on a poster or display board.  Any individual ought to be able to look at the poster or board and get a good understanding of who the person was and why they are significant in a historical context.  


Homework:

The pre-lesson homework deals with identifying the states that are a part of the Midwest region.  The students must be able to do this in order to determine what individuals are actually from the Midwest.  
During the lesson on the “Famous Midwesterners”, each student will be required to create a visual aid to accompany the research display board. Students may choose creating a crossword puzzle, a diorama, a collage, a mobile, poetry, a song, models, found objects, etc.  Students are encouraged to use creativity in designing their visual aids.  For example, a visual aid to accompany the research display on George Washington Carver might be different types of peanut butter labels made into a collage or a peanut mobile. 

Assessment:

The final assessment will be the display board which will include two visual aids to accompany the poster or display.  The display board or poster will be graded according to a scoring rubric given to the students on the first day of the lesson.  Each student will be asked to create or develop two visual aids to accompany the display board.  These visual aids could be in the form of models, dioramas, drawings, collages, mobiles, poetry, found objects, etc. 

Extension:

1. Each student pair will create a presentation to be presented to the rest of the class about the knowledge they have acquired during this project. 
2. The student will create a documentary about the individual using Movie Maker and will add appropriate sound, music, and visuals to create an understanding of the individual’s impact on society. Primary source documents are a required part of this extension activity. 

Resources:  School Library - Miscellaneous biographies of previously suggested Midwesterners.

1. Cicero – www2.cicerohistory.com
2. 


3. 


4. 


5. 
 
The following websites are good resources for the students in looking for information:  
6. www.emints.org/ethemes/resources

7. Federal Resources for Educational Excellence – http://free.ed.gov/subjects.cfm

Author of Lesson:

Julie Schwartz
		
Scoring Rubric

	Making A Poster : Making a Display Board: Famous Midwesterners

	
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	

	Teacher Name: Ms. Schwartz
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Student Name:     ________________________________________
	

	
	
	
	
	

	CATEGORY
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Graphics - Relevance
	All graphics are related to the topic and make it easier to understand. All borrowed graphics have a source citation.
	All graphics are related to the topic and most make it easier to understand. All borrowed graphics have a source citation.
	All graphics relate to the topic. Most borrowed graphics have a source citation.
	Graphics do not relate to the topic OR several borrowed graphics do not have a source citation.

	Required Elements
	The poster/display includes all required elements as well as additional information.
	All required elements are included on the poster/display.
	All but 1 of the required elements are included on the poster/display.
	Several required elements were missing.

	Content - Accuracy
	At least 7 accurate facts are displayed on the poster/board.
	5-6 accurate facts are displayed on the poster/board.
	3-4 accurate facts are displayed on the poster/board.
	Less than 3 accurate facts are displayed on the poster./board.

	Attractiveness
	The poster/display is exceptionally attractive in terms of design, layout, and neatness.
	The poster/display is attractive in terms of design, layout and neatness.
	The poster/display is acceptably attractive though it may be a bit messy.
	The poster/display is distractingly messy or very poorly designed. It is not attractive.

	Visual Aids
	Each student group has two visual aids that are relevant to the topic of display.
	Each student group has two visual aids, but relevance is not clearly defined.
	Each student group has one visual aid and is relevant to the topic of display.
	Each student group has one visual aid, but the relevance is not clearly defined.
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Label the midwestern US states on the map below.




  

  

    		Illinois
Indiana
Iowa


    		Kansas
Michigan (two parts)
Minnesota


    		Missouri
Nebraska
North Dakota


    		Ohio
South Dakota
Wisconsin
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      The State Historical Society of Missouri



      Famous Missouri Artists



      Thomas Hart Benton (1889 � 1975)
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      Thomas Hart Benton was a major American artist from Missouri. His 

      paintings are famous for showing ordinary people doing common things. He 

      drew and painted portraits, landscapes, and scenes of people at work in 

      farms, factories, and busy cities. His best-known works are public murals, 

      or scenes on the inside walls of buildings. Benton�s murals are lively 

      records of life in America from pioneer times onward.
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      Thomas Hart Benton was born in Neosho, Missouri, on April 15, 1889. He 

      was the oldest child of Maecenas 

      Eason Benton and Elizabeth Wise 

      Benton. He was named after his great-great-uncle, Thomas 

      Hart Benton, the famous Missouri senator. Tom�s father was a 

      successful lawyer. He served as U.S. attorney for Missouri and was elected 

      to the U.S. Congress in 1896.



      Young Thomas Hart Benton loved to draw. While his mother encouraged him 

      to draw, his father did not. When the Bentons moved to Washington, D C in 

      1896, Tom loved the art he saw in the capital city. He really liked seeing 

      the Library of Congress murals. They made him want to become a mural 

      painter or muralist. Tom also learned how to make cartoon like figures or 

      caricatures by reading cartoons in the Washington Post. 



      [bookmark: paris]In 1904 Maecenas Benton was defeated, and the family 

      returned to Missouri. Thomas Hart Benton grew 

      restless in Neosho and left home in 1906. He took a job as staff 

      artist for a local newspaper in Joplin, Missouri. From there he went to 

      Illinois to study painting for one year at the Art Institute of 

      Chicago.



      Benton wanted to study art in Europe. In 1908 he moved to Paris, 

      France, and took art classes. Soon Benton began to study on his own. 

      He spent half his time inside the art museum drawing important paintings. 

      He spent the rest of his time outside, painting what interested him. He 

      tried different styles of painting. He found out that he liked using 

      bright colors to show real people in real places doing a variety of 

      activities.
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      From about 1912 to 1935, Thomas Hart Benton lived and worked in New 

      York City. He painted during the summer months on Martha�s Vineyard, 

      Massachusetts. He married Rita Piacenza in 1922. Together, they had two 

      children, Thomas Piacenza (T. P.) and Jessie.



      In 1924, Benton came back to Missouri to visit his father who was very 

      sick. This visit changed Benton�s life. His interests became clearer. He 

      took pride in his Midwestern roots and began painting ordinary Americans 

      not often shown in art. He started making drawing trips that took him 

      across America. He visited steel mills, coal mines, and logging camps. He 

      floated down rivers in canoes. He watched workers picking cotton in the 

      South. He observed everything he could about ordinary American life during 

      the 1920s and 1930s and recorded what he saw in his sketches. He then used 

      his sketches as the basis for his paintings and murals. Benton built small 

      clay 

      models, or maquettes, for each painting. Then he painted his scenes 

      while looking at his clay models.



      Thomas Hart Benton became the leader of a movement in American art 

      called regionalism. 

      He based his art on personal 

      observation. He showed working people in all regions of America, 

      including poor, rural areas. Benton called attention to problems that he 

      thought all Americans should know about. Benton�s style of painting made 

      common 

      people into heroes. He gave them big bodies with lots of muscles and 

      painted them using deep, rich colors. Benton also painted villains into 

      his pictures. The villains were usually rich and powerful people Benton 

      did not respect because they got ahead by taking advantage of 

      others.
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Benton�s summer home on Martha�s 

      Vineyard
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      1936
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      Not everyone liked Benton�s work. Some people thought he was too 

      outspoken about politics and art. Many Americans, however, truly admired 

      Benton�s work and ideas. Various organizations hired him to create public 

      art. One of his most famous murals is A Social History of Missouri. It is in the state 

      capitol in Jefferson City, Missouri. 



      In September of 1935, Benton moved to Kansas City, Missouri. He lived 

      there and worked in his studio 

      until his death on January 19, 1975. He kept painting to the end of his 

      life. His paintings and murals can be seen in books 

      as well as museums and public buildings across America. 
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      For more information about Thomas Hart Benton and his career, see the 

      following resources:




      [bookmark: biblio]Society & Manuscript Collection Resources



      

        		Selected 

        Bibliography


        http://shs.umsystem.edu./famousmissourians/artists/benton/bentonbiblio.shtml
A 

        selected list of books and articles about Thomas Hart Benton in the 

        library of The State Historical Society of Missouri. The Society's call 

        numbers follow the citations in brackets.


        

		Western 

        Historical Manuscript Collection
http://shs.umsystem.edu/famousmissourians/artists/benton/bentonwhmc.html

        
A selected list of material about Thomas Hart Benton in the 

        manuscript collections of WHMC.






      Outside Resources



      

      These links, which open in another window, will take you outside the 

      Society�s Web site. The Society is not responsible for the content of the 

      following Web sites:




      

        		Thomas Hart Benton Home & Studio State Historic 

        Site


        http://www.mostateparks.com/benton.htm

An 

        informative site that offers pictures and information about Benton�s 

        home and studio in Kansas City, Missouri.   Group tour information is also available. 

        

		Missouri State Capitol State Historic Site


        http://www.mostateparks.com/jeffersonland/capitolinfo.htm

A 

        Web page with information about scheduling a tour of the Capitol House 

        Lounge, which contains the Benton mural, A Social 

        History of Missouri. 

        

		Thomas Hart Benton: The Indiana Murals


        http://www.iub.edu/~iuam/online_modules/benton/teachlearn.html

This 

        site, offered by the Indiana University Art Museum, provides useful 

        information about and powerful images from A Social 

        History of Indiana by Thomas Hart Benton. 

        

		The Art History of Missouri by Paul Conner


        http://www.geocities.com/SoHo/Exhibit/5437/THBind.html

A 

        colorful site that shows and explains Benton�s A 

        Social History of Missouri mural at the Missouri State Capitol. 

        

		Truman Presidential Museum & Library


        http://www.trumanlibrary.org/teacher/benton.htm

An 

        informative site that shows and explains Benton�s mural, Independence and the Opening of the West.   School 

        tour information for the library is available. 

        

		University of Missouri Museum of Art & 

        Archaeology


        http://maa.missouri.edu/collections/euro_american.html

This 

        site showcases and discusses Benton�s painting, Portrait of a 

        Musician. 

        

		PBS 

        American Stories: Thomas Hart Benton


        http://www.pbs.org/kenburns/benton/

An 

        informative site that accompanies the Ken Burns film. 

        

		Artcyclopedia/Benton entry


        http://www.artcyclopedia.com/artists/benton_thomas_hart.html

A 

        colorful site with links to museums that exhibit Benton�s work online. 
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Famous Missouri Scientists



George Washington Carver (1865? � 1943)
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George Washington Carver was a 

world-famous chemist who made important agricultural discoveries and inventions. 

His research on peanuts, sweet potatoes, and other products helped poor southern 

farmers vary their crops and improve their diets. A monument showing Carver as a 

boy was the first national memorial erected in honor of an African American.
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Early Years and Education



[image: Map of Missouri with Diamond, Missouri starred] 

Diamond, Missouri



(click 

for more pictures)




[image: 1870 Newton County Census] 

1870 Newton County Census



(click 

for larger picture)




[image: Statue of Carver as a boy] 

Statue of Carver as a boy



(click 

for more pictures)




[image: Diorama of Carver's boyhood home] 

Diorama of the Carver Cabin
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George Washington Carver was born on a farm near Diamond, 

Missouri, in Newton County about 1865. His mother, Mary, was owned by Moses and 

Susan Carver. His father, a slave on a neighboring farm, died before George was 

born. When George was just a few months old, he and his mother were kidnapped 

from the Carver farm by a band of men who roamed Missouri during the Civil War 

era. These outlaws hoped to sell George and his mother elsewhere. Young George 

was recovered by a neighbor and returned to the Carvers, but his mother was not. 

George and his older brother, Jim, were raised by Moses and Susan Carver.



While Jim helped Moses Carver with farm work, George, who was 

frail and sickly, spent much of his time helping Susan Carver with chores around 

the cabin. He learned how to perform many domestic tasks such as cooking, 

mending, and doing laundry. He also tended the garden and became fascinated with 

plants. 



Susan Carver taught George to read and write at home. When he was 

about eleven, George went to Neosho to attend a school 

for African Americans. There he boarded with Andrew 

and Mariah Watkins, a childless black couple. He stayed in Neosho for at 

least two years until the late 1870s, when he decided to move to Kansas with 

other African Americans who were traveling west.



Over the next ten years, Carver traveled from one midwestern town 

to another, working and attending school. He often used his domestic skills to 

make money. By the late 1880s, Carver moved to Winterset, Iowa. Carver was 

befriended by a white couple, John and Helen Milholland. They encouraged Carver 

to enroll in nearby Simpson College where he studied piano and art. After a 

year, however, Carver transferred to the State Agricultural College at Ames, 

Iowa, to study agriculture. He earned his bachelor�s degree in 1894 and a 

graduate degree in 1896.
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Agricultural Chemist
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Booker T. Washington
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Carver in his laboratory




[image: Carver as a painter] 

Carver as a painter






In 1896, George Washington Carver left Iowa to take a job with 

Booker T. Washington at Tuskegee Institute in Alabama. There he conducted 

agricultural research and taught students until his death. Carver�s research and 

instruction helped poor southern farmers, both white and black, change their 

farming practices and improve their diets. He stressed the importance of 

planting peanuts to upgrade the quality of the soil, which had been depleted 

from years of planting cotton. Carver found many practical uses for peanuts, 

sweet potatoes, and other agricultural products. He also created and tested many 

recipes 

in his laboratory. Carver�s ideas and discoveries helped farmers improve their 

lives. His work also helped revitalize the depressed southern economy. 



As Carver worked tirelessly in his laboratory from 1900 to 1920, 

his fame grew. He became widely known for his agricultural experiments. He also 

became known as a promoter of racial equality. People who wanted to improve race 

relations in America asked for Carver�s help. Carver was a deeply religious man 

and agreed to share his belief in racial equality. During the 1920s and 1930s, 

he traveled throughout the South delivering his message of racial harmony. 



Carver drew more public attention during the mid-1930s when the 

polio virus struck in America. Carver offered a treatment of peanut-oil massages 

that he believed helped many people, especially children, gain relief from the 

painful and paralyzing effects of polio. As word of Carver�s treatment spread, 

people flocked to the Tuskegee campus for Carver�s �cure.�



George Washington Carver�s reputation also grew larger during the 

1930s because of the Great Depression. This was a period of great economic 

decline caused partly from generations of poor farming practices and years of 

drought. People from all over the world asked Carver for agricultural advice 

because he was able to show farmers how to maximize plant production and improve 

the soil at very little cost. 



Carver lived a simple and industrious life. A skilled artist and 

musician who never married, Carver lived out his life in a dormitory at Tuskegee 

Institute. He became friends with many people, some of whom were quite rich and 

famous. One of his closest friends was the automobile manufacturer Henry Ford. 

Ford made sure that an elevator was installed in Carver�s dormitory so that 

Carver could get to his laboratory more easily in his later years.
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Carver�s Legacy
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George Washington Carver changed the agricultural and economic 

life of many poor farmers. From ordinary peanuts he made hundreds of useful 

products, including milk, cheese, soap, and grease. He also made over a hundred 

products from sweet potatoes. Though he was offered positions at many other 

laboratories, Carver always declined, preferring to continue his work among his 

own race at Tuskegee.



Carver died on January 5, 1943, at Tuskegee Institute. He is 

buried on that campus near the grave of Booker T. Washington. The George 

Washington Carver National Monument in Diamond was created soon after his death. 

Established by legislation sponsored by Senator Harry S. Truman, it was the first 

national memorial to an African American. It stands on the farm where Carver 

was born. 





Text by Gary R. Kremer and 

Carlynn Trout






Intern Research by Valerie Kemp 

and Jillian Hartke






Meets Show-Me Standards SS: 2, 6, 7; 4th grade GLE 

2a.A.; and MSIP equity in gender and racial/ethnic awareness.
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For more information about George Washington Carver�s life and 

career, see the following resources:

[bookmark: biblio]

Society & Manuscript Collection Resources





  		Selected 

  Bibliography


  http://www.umsystem.edu/shs/famousmissourians/scientists/carverbiblio.shtml

A 

  selected list of books and articles about George Washington Carver in the 

  library of The State Historical Society of Missouri. The Society�s call 

  numbers follow the citations in brackets. 

  

		Western 

  Historical Manuscript Collection


  http://www.umsystem.edu/shs/famousmissourians/scientists/carverbiblio.shtml
A 

  selected list of material about George Washington Carver in the manuscript 

  collections of WHMC. 





Outside Resources



These links, which open in another window, will take you 

outside the Society�s Web site. The Society is not responsible for the content 

of the following Web sites:





  		George Washington Carver 

  National Monument


  http://www.nps.gov/gwca/

In addition to showing the 

  monument and boyhood farm, this Web site offers an extensive biography of 

  Carver and many pictures pertaining to his life. 

  

		National Inventors Hall of Fame


  http://www.invent.org/hall_of_fame/30.html

This Web 

  site offers a brief biography of Carver and notes his importance in the area 

  of agricultural chemistry. 

  

		The National Parks Service �Legends of Tuskegee Institute� 

  exhibit


  http://www.cr.nps.gov/museum/exhibits/tuskegee/gwcoverview.htm

This 

  excellent Web site offers a thorough biography of Carver along with many 

  visuals that document his life as a scientist and teacher at Tuskegee 

  Institute. 

  

		The 

  Legacy of George Washington Carver


  http://www.lib.iastate.edu/spcl/gwc/home.html 

This 

  Web site offers a biography of George Washington Carver, �the first African 

  American to enroll at Iowa State College of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts, 

  which today is Iowa State University.� 
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1. What large river runs north to 

south through the midwest, from Minnesota and Wisconsin to Missouri and Illinois 

(and eventually to the Gulf of Mexico)? _______________________________________ 

2. What large river runs northwest to southeast, through North Dakota, South 

Dakota, and other states until it flows into the Mississippi River? 

_______________________________ 



3. What country borders the midwestern states on the north? 

_______________________________ 



4. Which midwestern state is farthest east (and what is its capital)? 

_______________________________ , _______________________________ 



5. Which midwestern state is farthest northwest (and what is its capital)? 

_______________________________ , _______________________________ 



6. Which midwestern state is farthest south (and what is its capital)? 

_______________________________ , _______________________________ 



7. What state is just south of Nebraska (and what is its capital)? 

_______________________________ , _______________________________ 



8. Which state is divided into two separate parts (and what is its capital)? 

_______________________________ , _______________________________ 



9. What state is just west of Indiana (and what is its capital)? 

_______________________________ , _______________________________ 



10. What state is between Minnesota and Missouri (and what is its capital)? 

_______________________________ , _______________________________ 
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