
TAH Grant Lesson Plan
[image: image1.jpg]PRESERVING AMERICAS
ID-WESTERN
" HERITAGE

' LIBERTY FELLOWSHIP

9 TR
; ‘@\;%
R Q/ 7

MILLER R-II SCHOOL DISTRICT





“Declaring Freedom”
Grade Level: 3rd Grade 
United States History
Time Required: 3-45 minute class sessions 

Lesson Summary:

The teacher will read a book aloud to the class and discuss the ideas of the Declaration of Independence.  The class will brainstorm together the 5 “W’s” of the Declaration.  The students will use this information and relate it back to their own lives in order to create their own Declaration of Independence.  
Objectives:

The students will be able to: 
1. State the main purposes of the Declaration of Independence 
2. Relate the purposes of the Declaration to their own lives in order to write their own declaration
	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
	Time Period
	Society

	The British Empire
King in Parliament
	American Revolution
Politeia/Regime
	American Patriots
State Assembly/Continental Congress

	The Aristocrats 
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	White, male landowners 

	The Glorious Revolution
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	Republicanism

	Loyalty
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	Liberty

	


Key Terms:
declare –v. to make known
independence – n. being free from the control of others
congress – n. a formal assembly of representatives that discusses problems  
natural rights – n. people are born with these rights (i.e. Life, liberty, and property)
Historical Background for the Teachers:
Nearly a year after the Revolutionary War had started, more and more colonists were starting to question their loyalty to Great Britain.  The push for independence had grown among the people.  Colonists simply wanted the same rights that were granted to Englishmen, but felt as though the king had denied them. 
In June of 1776, the Continental Congress met at the Pennsylvania State House in Philadelphia to discuss the calling of the colonies independence.  Over much debate, several colonies were in favor of the push for independence, while others were undecided.  Congress appointed a committee of five men to draft up a formal statement that would break the colonies away from Great Britain’s rule. This committee included Thomas Jefferson (key writer), John Adams, Roger Sherman, Benjamin Franklin, and Robert R. Livingston.  Congress took a recess while the committee wrote out their proposed draft.  
In July, the Second Continental Congress reconvened, and 12 (New York not voting) of the 13 colonies voted in favor of the Declaration of Independence.   Although the Declaration of Independence was not officially signed until August 2, 1776, Congress voted to approve it on July 4, 1776.  This is why we celebrate Independence Day on July 4th.  
Today, the Declaration of Independence is known as the first formal statement of the nation asserting their right to choose their own form of government.  In connection with the Constitution and the Bill of Rights, the Declaration of Independence is considered one of the three founding documents of the United States of America. 

Anticipatory Set:
The teacher will ask the students if there has ever been a time when they felt angry with an adult because they wouldn’t allow them to do something.  After students respond, the teacher should relate this back to the way the colonists felt under the rule of the king.  The teacher will then ask students what they did about this problem.  The teachers should tell the students that this is what was happening in the colonies during the 1770’s.  The teacher will then introduce the read aloud and tell the students they will find out what the colonists did to help solve their problem. 
Do Now Activity: 
Students will write the definitions of the key terms and use each word in a sentence. 
Procedures:
I. Day of Lesson Procedure
a. The teacher will begin with the anticipatory set and follow through by introducing the selected read aloud (Declaration of Independence from A to Z, or other selected book by teacher). 

i. Before reading, the teacher should prepare an anchor chart titled “The Declaration of Independence”

ii. Under the title, the teacher will list Who, What, When, Where, Why

b. The teacher will tell the students to be listening for the 5 “W’s” of the Declaration of Independence as the story is being read.  When the class gets to one of the answers, the teacher will stop and write it on the anchor chart. 
i. For example: Who wrote the Declaration of Independence? What is the Declaration of Independence?  When was the Declaration of Independence written?  Where was the Declaration of Independence written?  Why was the Declaration of Independence? 
c. After the story has been read aloud, the teacher will lead a discussion about how the colonists felt under the king’s rule. 

i. The teacher should ask questions such as, “Were the colonists happy under the kings rule?  Why weren’t the colonists happy?  What did the colonists do as a result of being unhappy?”

d. The teacher should wrap up the discussion and assign the homework (attached).  
i. The teacher will pass out the homework sheet and explain to students that they will need to think about how they would have felt and what they would have done if they were a colonist living during this time. 

ii. The students should return the next day with their thoughts written down on the homework sheet

II. Day Two of Lesson Procedure

a. The students will take out their homework from the previous night.  The teacher should lead a discussion based on what the students wrote down on their homework.  

b. Next, the teacher will ask the students if there has ever been a time in their life that they may have felt like the colonists did. 

c. The teacher will introduce the project of writing their own Declaration of Independence.
i. As a class, brainstorm ideas of when students may have wanted independence from an adult.  

ii. Allow the students to brainstorm on their own, and have them write their idea on a piece of paper. 

iii. The teacher should circulate the room to make sure all students are on track with a topic that would be suitable. 

d. Next, the teacher will introduce a graphic organizer to guide the students through the process of writing their own declaration.  

i. The students will be responsible for telling who they are declaring freedom from, what they want their independence to be, and why they feel they need to be free from someone’s rule.  
e. Give students time to put their ideas into a letter form.   This will be the students’ rough draft.  
f. The teacher should give time to proofread and edit the students’ letters.  This may be done as peer editing, or done by the teacher at a later time.  

III. Day Three of Lesson Procedure

a. After the students’ letters have been edited, they will write their final draft on the given paper with a ball point pen.  

b. In order to make their declarations look authentic the students will stain their papers with tea bags. 

c. After the letters are completed, if available, the teacher should show a replica of the Declaration of Independence.  
i. The teacher should review the 5 “W’s” to ensure student understanding and student will be responsible for listing them on their own.  

ii. Lastly, the teacher can compare and contrast the feelings of the colonists to their own feelings in their declaration. 
Homework:
 Attached homework sheet from the perspective of the colonists. 
Assessment:
Letter – Rubric (attached)
List of 5 “W’s” (attached)
Extension:
Students will get with partners and share their own declarations with one another. 
Resources:
Books- Declaration of Independence from A to Z by Catherine Osornio 

The Declaration of Independence by Elaine Landau

The Declaration of Independence: How 13 Colonies Became the United States  by Syl Sobel J.D.
Author of Lesson:
Megan Campbell 
Homework
Name:__________________________________________________________________

Directions: Imagine you are a colonist under the rule of the king.  Answer the questions to explain how you would feel.  Use complete sentences. 

1.  Would you like to follow the rules set out by the king? Give 2 reasons why or why not. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Why do you think it is fair to be expected to follow the rules set by the king? Why do you think it is unfair?  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. State 3 reasons you would want to break away from the kings rule, or stay under the kings rule.   

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5 “W’s” of the Declaration of Independence
Name:_______________________________________________________________

1. Who wrote the Declaration of Independence?

___________________________________________________________________
2. What is the Declaration of Independence?

___________________________________________________________________

3. When was the Declaration of Independence written? 

___________________________________________________________________

4. Where was the Declaration of Independence written? 

___________________________________________________________________

5. Why was the Declaration of Independence written? 

___________________________________________________________________
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Declaration Letter Rubric

	Points


	3
	2
	1

	Content – who, what, why 


	Letter includes who, what, and why you are declaring independence
	Includes only 2 of the three required content
	Does not include required content

	Letter Form


	Includes 4-5 parts of a friendly letter


	Includes 1-3 parts of a friendly letter
	Is not written in friendly letter form

	Grammar/ Spelling


	complete sentences with most words spelled correctly
	mostly uses complete sentences with only few words misspelled
	Most sentences are not complete and many words are misspelled

	Required Length


	5 or more sentences
	3-4 sentences
	2 or less sentences









                                                     Total : __________/ 12

Topic





Why do I want independence?





Who do I want independence from? 





What do I want to be independent of? 
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