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Crossing the Delaware
Grade Level: 4th grade
United States History
Time Required: Five 50 minute class periods, with 15-20 minutes daily vocabulary practice on the previous week.

Lesson Summary:
Students will gain a basic understanding of the significance that crossing the Delaware River had on the Revolutionary War. 
Objectives:

The students should be able to:
1. Explain why Washington needed to cross the Delaware River
2. Distinguish between the Continental army and the British army.

3. Label a simple map of the area

4. Define the vocabulary words
5. Describe the painting George Washington Crossing the Delaware, Emmanuel Leutze 1851

	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
	Time Period
	Society

	British Empire
	American Revolution
	American Patriots

	aristocracy/gentry


	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	white, male landowners

	Glorious Revolution
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	republicanism, Colonial Charters, John Locke’s Second Treatises 

	Loyalty
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	liberty

	


Key Terms:
Revolutionary War   (n)
King George (n)
George Washington (n)

Hessian soldiers (n)
               colonies(n)
enlistment (n)

volunteer(n)
Continental Congress
(n)
desperate (adj)
Continental army (n)

Delaware River (n)
British army (n)

Trenton, New Jersey (n)
merchant (n)

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania (n)
Historical Background for the Teachers:
The Continental Army had suffered many defeats and by December 7, 1776 General George Washington and his sick and half-naked veterans were at the end of a long retreat.  The British were in pursuit and the Continental army desperately gathered all available boats and escaped across the Delaware River from Trenton into Pennsylvania.   Then in a surprise Christmas Day attack, Washington lead troops across the icy Delaware River in Durham boats and marched through the night in sleet and rain for a successful attack on British forces (Hessian soldiers) at Trenton, New Jersey.  Although a small victory, it boosted American morale.  Washington’s strategic action turned the Revolutionary War around.  It is followed by a second victory at Princeton.  

Anticipatory Set:
Students will answer questions as part of a pretest about the Revolutionary War.  Collect the questions and compile a list of questions that students are having difficulty understanding. Discuss background information with the students.   

1.  Who was at war during the American Revolution?

2. What was the American Revolution about?

3. Who was King George III?

4. Define:  colonist, British, continental, enlistment, Hessian
Do Now Activity: 
Powerpoint vocabulary practice using the vocabulary list
Procedures:
I. Previous night’s homework

a. Class will review the map of PA, NJ and the Delaware River on the smartboard
II.   Lesson Procedure

a. Day one:  Practice vocab on smartboard.  Review the Binary Paideia with the students.  Be sure the students understand the difference between   

b.   Day two: Practice vocab on smartboard.   Show video:  Ten Crucial Days followed by class discussion

c. 
Day three:  Practice vocab on smartboard.  






 
 read:   Crossing the Delaware: A History in Many Voices by Louise Peacock

d.
 Day four:  Practice vocab on smartboard.  Discussion
e.  
Day five: Assessment

Homework:
Students will label a map of Pennsylvania, including the Delaware River and Trenton New Jersey. 
Assessment:
see attachments
A.  Crossing the Delaware Assessment

B.  Friendly letter

C. Vocabulary test

Extension:
see attachment
Students will observe the painting George Washington Crossing the Delaware, by Emmanuel Leutze 1851    and write a description of what they see.  The observation will be followed by a discussion.  Students will then be asked, “What’s wrong with this picture?”  Students will share what they see including a discussion on the symbolism involved.  Display the paintings on the powerpoint and have students compare and contrast  the paintings.
Resources:
Ten Crucial Days The Road to Liberty (video)
Crossing the Delaware by Louise Peacock

Label Me! Pennsylvania map @ enchantedlearning.com

George Washington Crossing the Delaware, Emmanuel Leutze 1851

Powerpoint with vocabulary and paintings of Washington crossing the Delaware

Author of Lesson:
Tammy Miller

[image: image1.emf]Crossing the Delaware   Assessment         Name_______________________________#_______     1.     Which countries were fighting in the American Revolution? _________________   2.   What were these two countries fighting a bout? ____________________________   3.   Who was George Washington ? _ ____________________________ _____________   4.   Who was King George III ? _ ________ _________________________ _____________   5.   Name three problems that Washington and his army faced. _______________   ________________ _ ___________________  ____________________ _____________   6.     Des cribe why Washington  needed to cross the Delaware.   __________________ _______________________ ___________ _____________ __ _____     ____________________________________________________ _____________ _______   7.     Describe what happened after Washington and his army crossed the  Delaware.__________________________________________________ ____________   _______________________________________ _______________________________   8.   How did the Continental victory at Trenton/Princeton impact the Revolution ?  _ __________________________________________________     ___________________________________________ ___________________     9.   How do you think things would be different today if Washington and the Continental army would  have been defeated in the Revolution?       ______________________________________ ____________________________     10.   Describe one of the paintings of W ashington crossing the Delaware River.___ __________________  



[image: image2.emf]Friendly Letter     Pretend you are a soldier in the Revolutionary War against England.   Write a letter to  your family back home describing what conditions your army and General George  Washington are facing.  You will be graded as follows:   friendly letter for mat -   heading         2 points (dated December___ , 1776   greeting         2 points    body           2 points    signature         2 points    closing         2 points    grammar, spelling, punctuation   2 points      content          10 points   Content should include at least two ways the army was str uggling to survive to fight the  enemy.  The letter should also make a reference to Washington as to what kind of  leader he was to his army. The body o f the letter should be four to five sentences or  more.  



[image: image3.emf]Define the following words             Name________________________#_________   1.     Revolutionary War __________________________________________   2.   George Washington__________________________________________   3.   Hessian soldier______________________________________________   4.   en listment___________________________________________________   5.   Continental Congress________________________________________   6.   Continental army____________________________________________   7.   British army________________________________________________   8.   merchant_____ ______________________________________________   9.   King George III_____________________________________________   10.colonies_______________________________________________ ____   11. volunteer_________________________________________________   12. desperate_________ ________________________________________   13. Delaware River_________________________________________ ___   14.  Trenton, New Jersey______________________________________   15. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania_________________________________  


Extension Question

Name____ #____

1. Look at the paintings displayed on the board and who the artist was.  Choose 2 paintings of Washington crossing the Delaware then Compare and Contrast how they are alike and how they are different.

Painting One painted by_________
    Painting Two painted by__________

alike___________________________________________________________________
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Crossing the Delaware Assessment 



Name_______________________________#_______


1.  Which countries were fighting in the American Revolution?_________________

2. What were these two countries fighting about?____________________________


3. Who was George Washington? __________________________________________

4. Who was King George III? _______________________________________________

5. Name three problems that Washington and his army faced._______________

____________________________________  _________________________________

6.  Describe why Washington needed to cross the Delaware.


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


7.  Describe what happened after Washington and his army crossed the Delaware.______________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________

8. How did the Continental victory at Trenton/Princeton impact the Revolution? ___________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________


9. How do you think things would be different today if Washington and the Continental army would have been defeated in the Revolution?


 __________________________________________________________________


10. Describe one of the paintings of Washington crossing the Delaware River._____________________


