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Causes and Effects of the Boston Massacre 1770
Grade Level: 5th grade
Time Required: 3 days

Lesson Summary:

Students will analyze the causes and effects of the Boston Massacre and apply this knowledge to complete a time line and reflection. Students will use textbooks, Cicero, and the primary source: Paul Revere’s engraving of the Boston Massacre.
Objectives:

Students will obtain information to broaden and apply their knowledge of the causes and effects of the Boston Massacre.
	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
	Time Period
	Society

	British colonists/Americans
	Politeia/Regime
	British


	White, male, landowners
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	King in Parliament

	Colonial charters, John Locke’s theories

	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	King rules with gentry overpowering common class

	Liberty
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	Loyalty

	


Key Terms:
Massacre
Noun
the unnecessary, indiscriminate, killing of people or animals.
Taxation
Noun
a sum of money demanded by a government for its support or for specific 



Services.

Representation
Noun
to stand for as a word or symbol.

Historical Background for the Teachers:
The French Indian War was actually a war between the French and the British with Indians taking the side of which country helped them the most. After the British won this war, with help from the American colonists, they found they could not pay for the expenses that were accumulated. This led to the Sugar Act which was a tax American colonists had to pay when they bought certain products. This was followed by other taxes. American colonists protested “taxation without representation.” They formed the Committees of Correspondence and wrote letters to King George requesting fair treatment. King George ignored the colonists’ requests and continued taxing the colonists. British soldiers were sent to live in the colonists’ homes and patrol their streets in 1768. Tensions grew until one night a group of colonists began heckling the British soldiers. This was followed by snowballs, ice balls, and rocks being thrown. No one knows exactly what happened, but a shot was fired. The British opened fire, and in the end 5 colonists were dead.   

Anticipatory Set:
Review the following previously taught events: French Indian War, Sugar Act, Stamp Act, and Townshend Acts and reiterate the meaning of taxation without representation.

Do Now Activity: 
Discuss basis of resentments colonists felt for the British soldiers and the reasons for the tension that was felt throughout the colonies.
Procedures:
As a class read about the Boston Massacre in the Social Studies book if possible. Another option would be to watch the video on historychannel.com. If computers are available allow student to research the Boston Massacre using bostonmassacre.net, ushisotry.org/declaration/related/massacre.htm, earlyamerica.com, and Cicero. This information may also be displayed on a Smart Board or Promethean. When students have proficient understanding, hand out the chain of events chart form the Cicero toolbox with Boston Massacre in the 4th diamond and causes listed above and effects listed below. (Possible causes: taxes, soldiers in Boston,
 Sons of Liberty, Common Sense. Possible Effects: Paul Revere’s engraving, fair trial of British soldiers to show Sons of Liberty as honorable, more people choosing to be a Patriot.) Then using Paul Revere’s engraving from Cicero analyze with the class the symbols depicted and their meaning. (This follows Danice roller Toyias’ painting analyzer)
Homework:
Assessment:
Create a time line of events leading up to (causes) and after (effects) the Boston Massacre. This follows Nancy Taylor’s Presidential timeline from AIHE. Pair or group students: assign groups either a cause or an effect. They will choose and write this on a 3x5 card. Tape a 3x5 card labeled Boston Massacre on the wall. Students will then take turns taping their card on the wall with causes on the left and effects on the right. Use two different colors of yarn to connect the events and create a “chain.” Discuss and change/move cards as needed until class is in agreement.
Extension:
Finally, have individual students draw their own version of the Boston Massacre and write a personal reflection interpreting their views.
Resources:
Social Studies textbook
Cicero

www.Historychannel.com
www.bostonmassacre.net
www.ushistory.org/declaration/related/massacre.htm
www.earlyamerica.com
www.georgewashington.si.edu/portrait/index.html
Nancy Taylor AIHE, Missouri 2010, The President’s Line Museum, Timeline lesson

Danice Roller Toyias, George Washington Lansdowne Analysis

Chain of events worksheet from Cicero Toolbox

Author of Lesson:  Julie Pruitt



Project Evaluation

Name______________




Date:

Boston Massacre Time Line
Process

1. Has clear vision of final product
1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9

2. Properly organized to complete project
1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9

3. Managed time wisely
1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9

4. Acquired needed knowledge base
1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9

5. Communicated efforts with teacher
1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9

Product

1. Format
1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9

2. Mechanics of speaking/writing
1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9

3. Organization
1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9

4. Demonstrates knowledge
1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9

TOTAL SCORE:____________________
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