
TAH Grant Lesson Plan
[image: image3.jpg]PRESERVING AMERICAS
ID-WESTERN
" HERITAGE

' LIBERTY FELLOWSHIP

9 TR
; ‘@\;%
R Q/ 7

MILLER R-II SCHOOL DISTRICT





“Timelines R Us”
www.timeflies1.weebly.com
Grade Level:  3rd – 5th grades 
United States History
Time Required: Ten to twelve 45-minute periods

Lesson Summary:  

In this webquest, students will learn more about United States history as it relates to a timeline. This method incorporates "bracketing." We will be looking at large chunks of time, so that we can understand when events in history took place, in reference to other events. This webquest will help students build a better background knowledge with dates of major historical events.  In this inquiry based unit, students research historical events, create a timeline, distinguish and justify the importance of the events, and complete an All About Me folder report including a personal timeline of the student's life.

Objectives:
Social Studies Standards Addressed: 
GLE 7.A.1 Students will identify, select and use visual, graphic and auditory aids (timelines and diagrams)
GLE 7.A.2 Students will identify and use library and media resources (electronic resources, dictionaries, encyclopedias, videos, periodicals, atlases, almanacs, telephone directories, and books)

Communication Arts Standards Addressed: 
GLE 4.A. Students will formulate keywords and questions to investigate topics
GLE 4.B. Students will locate information on keywords and questions in provided resources
GLE 4.C. Students will use resources to identify relevant information, record main ideas and important details in own words, and record information using organizational strategies

National Educational Technology Standards Addressed:
3.b. Students apply digital tools to gather, evaluate, and use information. Students locate, organize, analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and ethically use information from a variety of sources and media.
Key Terms:
1.  Chronological order     
n.     the arrangement of events in time according to their dates

2.  Timeline     

n.     a chronological representation of key events within a particular historical 

     

period, often consisting of text and visual material

3.  Bracketing    

v.     a teaching technique that gives students a foundation of major historical events and years that allows them to have a reference in which to understand the historical context of the time period of other events they study.  
4.  Century    


   n.     a time period of 100 years; the 18th century refers to the 1700’s

5.  Decade     


   n.     a time period of 10 years
Historical Background for the Teachers:
This method incorporates "bracketing." Bracketing is where students learn some major events that happened over large chunks of time, so that they have a reference in which to understand the historical context of the time period of other events they study.  
“Just as you wouldn’t build a house without a foundation, why do we try to teach history without a foundation of major events that the students can build on?  Math students learn their multiplication tables and language arts insist on the alphabet, yet we try to teach without a foundation taught in a narrative fashion.

Bracketing is an old artillery technique…It consists of intentionally firing a shell beyond the target followed by a round short of the target and gradually narrowing the over and under until the target is hit.  For historical instruction, this strategy teaches a list of some 30 landmark historical events and eras (which can be done in two days) in a concise, skeletal narrative of our 5,000 years of recorded history and then taking every opportunity to connect the 30 or so items to everyday class lessons.”

 




 Dr. Bill Ross, American Institute for History Education (AIHE)

Anticipatory Set:
The President of the United States wants a timeline, with important events from our country's history, to be displayed in the White House.  Unfortunately, the company who was making the timeline, made lots of mistakes and now the timeline has to be redone. He has come to you and your company, Timelines R Us, for help! Not only does the President want the timeline redone, but he also wants some background information from you, to see if you can be given security clearance to do the work. The President is confident that you and your company will be able to complete these tasks with success.

Do Now Activity: 
Timelines R Us has taken the job of creating the official timeline for the White House. You and your partner will need to
*research important events in history to see when they took place,
*create the official White House timeline,
*decide on the five most important events on your list and write a paragraph telling the President why those should be considered most important,
*write a personal timeline folder for yourself to make sure that you have security clearance to complete the work.
Procedures:

The unit will be introduced with a short notebook lesson about Chronological Order and Timelines.
Read through the steps below. After you and your partner read through ALL the steps, you may begin working on the project. Make sure that both partners take turns being the note taker and investigator. When you finish each step, turn in the product from that step to your teacher.

I.   Print off two copies of the Student Research Table Scoring Guide. As you complete Steps 2-5, fill out the scoring guide based on your effort and quality of work. 
II. Print off two copies of the "Student Events Research Table."

III. Connect to our class portaportal, with the guest access name "woolever." Click on the "Search/Research" folder. Fill out the Student Events Research Table using these websites.

IV. Once each partner has their Research Table filled out, you will work together to create the White House timeline. You will create an interactive timeline online. The teacher will check your timeline before you print.  Be ready to share your timeline with the class.

V.  Choose what you and your partner think are the 5 most important events from your timeline. Put a star by those events on your timeline. Make 5 entries with complete sentences telling us why you think the events you selected are important in our nation's history on our Wallwisher.

VI. Print two copies of the Collaboration Scoring Guide. 
Read through this scoring guide with your partner. You will be filling it out for you and your partner at the end of the project.

VII. Print two copies of the All About Me Report Scoring Guide. Fill it out as you complete step 8.

VIII. Complete the "All About Me" Folder Report to see if you have the security clearance from the White House to complete this project.

a. Part of this project (the timeline and map) will need to be completed with help from home. Print two copies of the homework part of the report so you can take it home tonight.

b. Front Cover- Print two copies of the front cover. Place one letter of your first name in each box. On the line after the box, write words describing yourself that begin with that letter. Separate the words with commas. Capitalize all the words. If your name has fewer letters than the lines given, you can decorate the lines or write more words that describe you. Use your imagination. Decorate your front cover.

c. Family Picture- Print two copies of pg. 2 of your All About Me report. In the box at the top of page 2, draw a picture of yourself and the people and pets who live with you. You may draw just their shoulders and heads. Fill in the background of the picture. On the line under the picture, write the names of everyone, including your pets, that you have included in your picture.

d. Sentence Bubbles- Print two copies of pg. 3 of your All About Me report. Complete the sentences in each bubble on page 3. This is a chance to let people know the things that are on your mind. Give each bubble a lot of thought before you finish the sentences.

e. Timeline and Map- Copy the information from your homework sheet onto the bottom of page 2 and 3 of your report.

f. Pipe cleaner Person- A piece of cardboard and two pipe cleaners will be used to make YOU. You may dress the figure and pose it on the cardboard so it represents you "doing what you do best." Attach the figure to a piece of cardboard. It will sit in this space on your finished report. You may take your pipe cleaners home to get help from your parents.
IX.   Fill out the Collaboration Scoring Guide for yourself and for your partner.
Homework:
The “All About Me” timeline and map will need to be completed with help from home. 
Homework link:  homework part
Assessment:
Research table and timeline scoring guide




   

	research_table_timeline_scoring_guide.doc

	File Size: 
	60 kb

	File Type: 
	doc


Download File
Collaboration scoring guide



	collaboration_rubric.docx

	File Size: 
	113 kb

	File Type: 
	docx


Download File
“All About Me” report scoring guide



	all_about_me_report_scoring_guide.doc

	File Size: 
	57 kb

	File Type: 
	doc


Download File
Extension:
1.  At the end of the unit, students will actually send printouts of their timelines to the White House.  
Note to students:  “Congratulations! You and your partner have completed the White House Timeline and have gotten the security clearance needed with your "All About Me" file.  You should feel honored that the White House will be viewing your work.”

2.  Students may research the two sides or two countries involved in one or more of the wars listed on the research table.  
Resources:

www.wallwisher.com
   Wallwisher is an online “Notice Board” maker.  It can be used for making announcements, keeping notes, and posting things where every student in your classroom can add their own information, thoughts and ideas.  

www.portaportal.com    Portaportal is a web based bookmarking utility that lets you store links to your favorite websites online. Now your bookmarks are no longer limited to any one computer.
www.readwritethink.org     In the search box, type “Timeline Tool”.  The Timeline Tool allows users to create descriptive timelines of real or imaginary events.

Author of Lesson:
Julie Woolever   jwoolever@joplin.k12.mo.us
Donna Chaffee  chaffeedonna@mountvernon.k12.mo.us



PAGE  
© Copyright American Institute for History Education, L.L.C.

[image: image3.jpg]